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Central America Offers Incentives 
To United States Private Investors 


Five Central American countries, with their abundant agricultural 
resources, their manufacturing possibilities and general receptiveness 
to American enterprise, offer attractive incentives to U. S. foreign in- 
vestors, according to a new handbook released by the Bureau of Foreign 


Commerce. 

In a new study evaluating the invest- 
ment and trade possibilities of Costa 
Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Hon- 
duras, and Nicaragua, the Bureau 
points out that while agriculture and 
industry have advanced appreciably in 
all five of the Republics since World 
War IJ, many opportunities exist for 
further development. 

Agriculture is of basic importance in 
Central America, occupying from 55 
percent of the economically active popu- 
lation in Costa Rica to 83 percent in 
Honduras. Coffee is by far the most 
important commercial crop and bananas 
rank second. Cotton production has ex- 
panded rapidly; other commercial 
crops include sugarcane, sesame, and 
rice in Nicaragua, citronella and lemon- 
grass in Guatemala, and hard fibers in 
Guatemala, El Salvador, and Costa 
Rica. All of these crops are largely 
exported either direct or as processed 
goods. 


Opportunities for further investment. 


in agriculture include the growing of 
fruits and vegetables for both direct 
consumption and processing, and dairy 
farming for production of quality but- 
ter and cheeses. Cultivation of kenaf 
might be introduced. successfully, and 
expansion of cotton cultivation, partic- 
ularly in Costa Rica and Honduras, 
appears warranted. 

The most promising investment op- 
portunities in manufacturing apparent- 
ly lie in food processing and canning, 
textiles, cement, simple chemicals, and 
construction materials. 


Integration Program Starts 


Of considerable interest to the poten- 
tial investor in Central America is the 
trend in recent years toward closer 
economic relationship among the five 


Republics, the report states. A much 
greater scope for industrialization 
exists if artificial obstacles, such as 


customs duties, could be eliminated, 
and the whole area were to form a 
single free market with more than 9 
million people. Cooperation and coordi- 
nation of efforts in transportation and 





electric power could result in great 
benefits and large savings to the five 
countries. In transportation, a begin- 
ning of integration has been brought 
about by the Inter-American Highway, 
which permits continuous travel from 
Guatemala City to San Jose, Costa 
Rica. 

Among industries which might be 
undertaken under the integration pro- 
gram are glass, tires, paints and var- 
nishes, chemicals, and the assembly of 
cars, trucks, and appliances. 

A Central American Economic Co- 
operation Committee, made up of the 
Ministers of Economy of each of the 
Republics; has given particular atten- 
tion to industries which might be es- 
tablished as regional projects. 


Pulp, Paper Mill Studied 


As a result, the feasibility of setting 
up a regional pulp and paper mill in 
Honduras is under study. This projected 
development may represent an invest- 
ment opportunity for private capital. 


- Other industries which might be under- 


taken as regional developments and 
holding prospects for private partici- 
pation include petroleum derivatives, 
fertilizers, insecticides and pesticides, 
veterinary and biological products, sur- 
gical cotton, tires and tubes, ceramics, 
plastics, fisheries products, and metal 
pipes. 

Taken individually, Guatemala is like- 
ly to be particularly attractive to the 
potential investor because it has the 
largest urban center of the area, and 
because of its backlog of prospective 
investment opportunities accumulated 
during the period of communist influ- 
ence which ended in 1954. 

El Salvador has a very high popula- 
tion and a fairly well developed indus- 
try/ In addition, it has negotiated free 
trade treaties with the other four Re- 
publics which would permit an industry 
established in El Salvador to have 
access to these other markets as well. 

Honduras, thus far the least de- 
veloped among the five countries, for 


(Continued on page 6) 








Field Offices Give 


Quick Service. 


Information on all phases of world 
trade—from comprehensive 
and business data to details . 
export and import regulations—jg 
quickly and directly available t 
businessmen in their own localities 


through the 33 Field Offices of the 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 


Conveniently located in the busi. 
ness centers of the United States, the 
Field Offices are staffed with foreign 
trade specialists who keep abreast 
of developments in the United States 
and abroad. Aided by the current 
information and publications sent tg 
them regularly from Washi 
they are well equipped to serve worlg 
traders in their communities. 


Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been fur 
nished with Department publications, 
and reference materials for “use by 
businessmen. 


The addresses of the Department's 

Field Offices follow: 

Albuquerque, N. Mex., Room 

atienne a 3 604 Vol pe 
anta a. olunteer 

Boston 9 o nw 6U. 8 Office ; 
sten 9, Mass., 14] . 8. Post 
Courthouse Bidg. _ 

Buffalo 3, N. Y¥., 117 Ellicott St. 

Charleston 4, 8. C., Area 2, Se 
Jasper Bldg., West End Broad S&t. 

Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office 

Chicago 6, Ill., 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohie, 442 U. 8. Post Office 
and Courthouse. 

Cleveland 14, Ohie, 1100 Chester Ave. 

Dallas 1, Tex., Room 3-104, Merchandise 
Mart, 500 8S. Ervay St. 

Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse, 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bid 

Greensbore, N. C., Room 407, U. Post 
Office Ridg. 

Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 

Jacksonville 1, Fia., 425 Federal 

Kansas City 6, Me., Federal Office 

Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway. 

Memphis 3, Tenn., 212 Falls Bldg. 

Miami 32, Fia., 300 NE. First Ave. 

Minneapolis 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitas 


Bidg. 
New Tuteane 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave 
New York 17, N. Y., 110 E. 45th St. 
Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut 8t 
Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 
Suctand 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8. Court 
20use. 
Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 
Richmond 19, Va., 1103 E. Main St 
St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal 
Salt Lake city I, Utah, 222 SW. T 
St 


San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Cur 
tomhouse. 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. 8. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg. 

Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 
For local telephone numbers 

U. 8. Government section of phone 





Harold C. McClellan, Assistant 
Secretary for international Affairs 





NOTE: Contents of this publication are not copyrighted and may be reprinted free 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


“ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Long-Term Prospects Uncertain 





Cuban 1957 Economic Outlook Bright 


Cuban economic prospects for 1957 were brighter at the end of 
1956 than they had been for many years. 

The sugar situation and agriculture in general had improved con- 
siderably; economic diversification was proceeding steadily with the aid 
of both foreign and domestic capital; Government revenues, gross 


national product, and national income 
industrial activity 
was expanding; and tourism was be- 
coming increasingly important. 

The long-term outlook, on the other 
hand, was not as clear and much will 
depend upon maintenance of political 
stability and assurance of sound eco- 
nomic policies and programs. 

The high level of consumer demand 
held over into the last quarter of 1956 
from the third quarter. Political dis- 
turbances in various parts of the island 
had little effect on the general opti- 
mism in the Cuban market. Expanding 
business activity was highlighted by 
the record volume of cargo which 
arrived at Havana and construction 
continued to boom. Revenue collections 
increased substantially. 


The National Bank announced an 
increase from 4 to 4% percent in re- 
discount rates. The maximum rate on 
savings accounts was raised from 2 to 3 
percent and on time deposits from 3 
to3% percent. Draft collections slowed 
down at the end of the year, attributed 
by business groups to political disturb- 
ances, 

Further improvement in national in- 
come and gross national product in the 
last quarter were reflected in bank 
data, revenue collections, and sales and 
production figures. National income 
and gross national product for the 
year were tentatively estimated at 2,050 
million and 2,500 million pesos (1 peso= 
US$1), respectively, representing in- 
creases of about 7 and 10 percent over 
1955, 

The Cuban Government fixed the 
1957 sugar crop at 5.15 million Spanish 
long tong in December but provided 
for the harvesting of all sugarcane 
grown even if the total harvest should 
exceed the established production quota. 
All salaries and wages in the sugar 
industry in 1957 are to be based on an 
average sugar price of US$0.047 per 
English pound. This price compares 
with an average of slightly over US$0.04 
per English pound received for the 
1956 sugar crop and US$0.039 in 1955. 

The rate established for the 1957 
crop will prevail as the basis for all 
Sugar salaries and wages whether or 
hot the average price for sugar during 
the year actually reaches that figure. 
Should that figure be exceeded, how- 
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ever, wages and salaries will be adjusted 
to the higher average price. 

Because of favorable prices in the 
calendar year 1956, the Cuban Govern- 
ment decreed a retroactive 4.02-percent 
increase in wages and salaries of Cuban 
sugar workers for that year. This 
action partially restored the 17.31- 
percent cut previously in effect. 


With the disposal of more than 5.5 
million Spanish long tons of sugar in 
1956, compared with actual production 
of only 4.6 million tons, nearly all 
surplus stocks from previous years were 
eliminated, and Cuba was expected to 
enter 1957 with a carryover of less 
than 700,000 Spanish long tons. This 
carryover is considered below normal 
when viewed in the light of the usual 
January-March demand for Cuban sugar 
by the United States and other world 
markets while awaiting the movement 
of new sugar into trade channels. Early 
market prospects indicated the possi- 
bility that Cuba might be hard pressed 
to provide sufficient sugar in 1957 to 
meet #1 demands. 


Sugar Prices Gain 


Sugar prices gained substantially 
along with increased demand. The 
price, f.o.b. Cuba, destined for the 


U. S. market advanced from US$0.0516 
cents a pound on October 1 to a high of 
US$0.055 cents a pound on October 30. 
Also, high Government sources indi- 
cated that the agreement reached at 
the International Sugar Conference in 
Geneva would favor Cuba in several 
respects. 

However, despite the various factors 
indicating an optimistic outlook for 
Cuban sugar, top Government and sugar 
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officials were unanimous in urging 
prudence in planting new sugarcane 
for future harvest, to prevent a re- 
currence of the results of wild planting 
in 1950-52. Growers were cautioned 
against increasing the areas planted 
to sugarcane and were urged to con- 
centrate on _ intensifying production 
through the use of improved“Varieties 
of cane, proper cultivation, adequate 
fertilization, and irrigation. Despite 
these warnings, as the Year closed, 
indications were that such advice would 
be ignored to some extent. 


Japan continued to lead all countries 
other than the United States as a 
purchaser of Cuban sugar in 1956. 
Exports to the United States as of 
December 15 amounted to 2,655,287 
tons, compared with 2,351,489 tons to 
all other countries. Shipments to other 
countries were: Japan, 546,837 tons; 
United Kingdom, 343,904 tons; Soviet 
Union, 206,351 tons; West Germany, 
160,789 tons; France, 100,373 tons; and 
French Morocco 102,052 tons. Exports 
to other individual countries were less 
than 100,000 tons in each case. 


Cuban importers reportedly had pur- 
chased all but 444,000 bags, of 100 
pounds, each, of rice of the 3,298,500- 
bag U. S. quota by December 31, the 
end of the first 6 months of the rice 
quota year. Sales against the remain- 
ing quota were progressing rapidly as 
the quarter closed. High prices and 
strong demand for rice prevalent in 
the quarter were expected to hold up 
in the forseeable future. 


Tomato Exports Double 

The area planted in tobacco was 
estimated at 143,000 acres, or about 
the same as in the preceding year. 
Tomato exports in the fourth quarter 
totaled 1,572,800 pounds, or more than 
double the 637,000 pounds shipped in 
the like period of 1955. Cucumber ex- 
ports totaled 3.88 million pounds, repre- 
senting a slight increase over the fourth 
quarter of 1955. Smaller, though signifi- 
cant, quantities of green peppers, okra, 
pumpkins, watermelon, and other 
vegetables were exported also in the 
quarter, mainly to the United States. 


Approximately 85,000 quintals (1 
quintal=101.43 pounds) of coffee from 
the 1956-57 crop export quota of 428,000 
quintals were estimated to have been 
exported in the quarter. The remaining 
343,000 quintals were expected to be 
exported in the first 8 months of 1957. 
Some 285,000 quintals of the export 
quota will consist of washed coffee and 


(Continued on page 10) 
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Nicaraguan Business Moves Upward; 
Retail Sales at Unforeseen Levels 


Nicaraguan business activity in the fourth quarter of 1956 decid- a 


edly turned upward, stimulated by the harvesting of cotton and coffee. 

The low foreign exchange reserves, the assassination of President 
Anastasio Somoza, and upcoming general elections in February had 
less depressing effects than had been expected. 


Retail business picked up in the sec- 
ond half of October, improved further 
in November, and at the year’s end 
reached unexpected levels. Some mer- 
chants reported the volume svas below 
the December 1955 level, but most were 
operating at or above thaj level. 

Circulating media stood at 291.3 mil- 
lion cordobas (7 cordobas=US$1) on 
December 31, compared with-276.7 mil- 
lion at the end of November and 282.4 
million on October 31. 

Gold and foreign exchange reserves, 
which for the most of the year were 
substantially below 1955 levels, owing 
primarily to last season's smaller cotton 
and coffee crops and continued high 
imports, declined further and reached 
the lowest level of several years at the 
end of December. As a precautionary 
move, Nicaragua obtained a US$1.8- 
million standby credit from the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) on No- 
vember 21. Reserves on December 31, 
including the IMF credit, stood at 
US$6.2 million, or US$12.6 million, on 
December 31, 1955, compared with 
US$5.9 million on November 30 and 
US$10.4 million at the end of October. 

Nevertheless, official circles and the 
business community in general view the 
future with optimism. Anticipated high 
income from the bountiful 1956-57 cot- 
ton and coffee crops, coupled with the 
braking effect on imports resulting from 
changes instituted in the prior-deposit 
requirements system—full impact of 
which is expected in the first half of 
1957—is expected to produce a decided 
upturn in reserves (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Dec. 31, p. 7). 

The balance-of-payments deficit for 
the year is estimated at US$8 million, 
compared with the modest surplus of 
US$170,000 in 1955. 

Agricultural credit demand remained 
heavy, and commercial bank loans 
reached an alltime high of 441.8 million 
cordobas. Loans increased mainly to 
cotton and coffee growers, but credits 
to sesame, rice, corn, and sugarcane 
producers also were up. 


Agricultural Prospects Good 

Weather conditions were exception- 
ally good and the condition of most 
crops was very good to excellent. Har- 
vesting of the principal export crops— 
cotton and coffee—began in November 
and reached the peak in December, 
with indications that both would set 
new records. Cotton is expected to go 
over 200,000 bales and is said to be 
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much improved in quality over the pre- 
vious crop. 

However, growers were concerned 
over the market situation, partieularly 
the apparent lack of interest by foreign 
buyers and the failure of offers to go 
above US$29 per 100 pounds f.o.b. Nic- 
araguan port. Coffee growers, on the 
other hand, with an anticipated crop of 
over 500,000 quintals (1 quintal=101.4 
pounds), were encouraged by spot New 

(Continued on page 24) 


‘New Research Council. 


Established in India 


The National Council of Applied Egg. 
nomic Research, a newly established 
private independent research organiza. 
tion in New Delhi, India, is expected tg 
contribute significantly to the growth of 
the Indian economy. The Council ap. 
pears to have the enthusiastic sy 
of high Indian Government officials, 

The Ford Foundation made a grant 
of $500,000 to the Council for its use jp 
carrying out economic projects for Goyo 
ernment ministries and for private Jy. 
dian industrial and commercial organi. 
zations. Ultimately, the Council intends 
to pay its way by fees charged for 
these services. 

Among the studies undertaken by the 
Council are: Small-scale industry prob- 


(Continued on page 19) 
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Colombia To Liquidate Remittance 


Backlog With Aid of U. S. Banks 


Agreement has been reached between Colombia and certain banks 
in the United States for the liquidation of Colombia’s remittance back- 
log, the Minister of Finance announced on January 11. 

His statement came as the culmination of a series of Government 
measures designed to halt the trend of Colombia’s adverse se balance of 


payments and to set the nation’s fi- 
nancial house in order. 


In substance, arrangements’ with 
U. S. banks provide that U. S. export- 
ers will be paid 60 percent of what is 
owed them in official dollars, and 40 
percent in 30-month 4-percent bonds 
backed by the Banco de la Republica. 
Unspecified U. S. banks reportedly 
have agreed to discount these ‘bonds 
at par. 

As a companion measure the board 
of the Banco de la Republica, on Jan- 
uary 10, ordered all banks and im- 
porters to deposit with it by January 
20 sufficient pesos to cover items reg- 
istered for remittance with the Office 
of Exchange Registry through April 
15, 1956. 

Although the Minister’s announced 
plan was explicit regarding payment to 
exporters at the official rate of ex- 
change, it did not state specifically 
that remittance registrations covering 
goods transferred from official to free 
exchange categories by the decrees of 
October 1955 and April 1956 would be 
included in the payment. These regis- 
trations were removed from their 
proper chronological order by the pre- 
vious Minister of Finance at the time 
he introduced the 50-50 (official and 
free-market dollars) option. No posi- 
tive statement has been made regard- 
ing these cases, although at the time 
he discontinued the 50-50 option, the 








present Minister indicated that these 
registrations would be met in ther 
proper chronological sequence. 

Titulos (certificates of exchange) 
consistently have sold at a discount 
from the free dollar market. In an ef 
fort to strengthen them, the Banco é@ 
la Republic, on December 20, estab 
lished a support price of 6.15 pesos and 
ordered the National Stabilization 
Fund to buy all titulos offered at that 
price. As confidence developed and the 
free-market peso strengthened, the ob 
ficial support price for titulos was 
dropped to 5.85 pesos. 


Peso Fluctuates 


The free-market peso fluctuated 
widely on a steadily weakening trem 
immediately preceding and during th 
Christmas holiday. Trading was at @ 
very low volume, and even small tran® 
actions influenced the rate. On the 
strength of the Minister's debt-liquida- 
tion plan the peso strengthened but 
trading volume continued low. In the 
week ended January 19, 1957, the peso 
fluctuated between 5.95 and 6.18 pe 
dollar. 

Coffee exports for the year totaled 
5,069,777 bags of 60 kilograms each, 
valued at US$412,824,.455, compared 
with 1955 exports of 5,866,891 bags vak 
ued at US$487,259,172, a decrease # 


(Continued on page 24) 
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French jah Trade 


Shows Large Deficit 


The French international trade and 

payments position was completely re- 
yersed in 1956—foreign trade showed a 
deficit of over $1 billion in the first 11 
months of the year, official gold and 
foreign exchange reserves declined over 
$700 million, and operations with the 
European Payments Union showed a 
deficit of $650 million, according to Mr. 
Villiers, president of the Conseil Na- 
tional du Patronat Francais. 


This is an association similar to the 
National Association of Manufacturers 
in the United States. 

The principal reasons for this situa- 
tion Mr. Villiers stated, were the heavy 
increase of French imports of coal and 
oil, food products, and raw materials. 
Other factors named as contributing to 
the disequilibrium in France's foreign 
trade position were trade liberalization 
and the reduction of certain compensa- 
tion taxes. 

On the other hand, increased sales 
of French manufactured products, 
which were exported in greater amounts 
to hard-currency countries, indicated 
that French total export trade would 
improve. Mr. Villiers feels that France 
can hope to reduce its trade deficit by 
expanding exports without reducing 
imports, except in food products, since 
imports of energy, raw materials, and 
semifinished products must be main- 
tained to meet requirements of the 
present production rate. 

To stimulate exports, French manu- 
facturers consider that -technical or- 
ganizations of French overseas distribu- 
tion outlets should be organized com- 
pletely. They also suggest the refunding 
of a larger proportion of social and 
fiscal charges to manufacturers. whose 
products are to be exported. These 
measures may enable France to reestab- 
lish a competitive position on interna- 
tional markets.—U. S. Embassy, Paris. 
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Philippine Growth Needs Balance 


The need for balanced economic development was emphasized by 
President Magsaysay of the Philippines in his State-of-the-Nation 


message delivered before the Philippine Congress. 


He said the growth of the industrial and agricultural economic 
sectors must complement each other. Only then, he added, could the 


requisite diversification of productive 
activity be attained which would meet 
basic necessities, increase employment 
opportunities, and raise the workers’ 
income. The President said, however, 
that he looked to the industrial sector 
to account for the greater’ proportion 
of the expected rise in total output. 


In reviewing the record of his past 3 
years in office, the President stated 
that overall national production in- 
creased by 30 percent over 1953, with 
increases in manufacturing output of 
38 percent; in agriculture and forestry, 
26 percent; and in mining production, 
11.5 percent. 

Living conditions of the people im- 
proved through land reform measures; 
the rapid extension of the cooperative 
movement in the rural areas; the ex- 
tensive program for construction of 
roads, irrigation systems, and artesian 
wells; a vigorous public health pro- 
gram; and advances in~ public educa- 
tion. He said also that internal se- 
curity conditions had improved. 


Exchange Controls Defended 

The President warned that “the Gov- 
ernment must avoid unsound and dan- 
gerous economic policies which would 
nullify our gains.” He stressed partic- 
ularly the necessity under current con- 
ditions for the continuation of import 
and exchange controls if the country 
is to meet its requirements for develop- 
ment projects and maintain imports of 
essential consumer. goods. He recom- 
mended the reexamination of the no- 
dollar import law, saying that the law 
was “inconsistent with the objectives 
of exchange and import controls and 
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may endanger the stability of our cur- 
rency.” 


To prevent any marked increases in 
the cost of living as a result of external 
inflationary pressures and Government 
spending for development, the Presi- 
dent said “we will continue to adjust 
foreign exchange allocations to the de- 
mand for essential consumer goods 
without impairing the requirements of 
high priority projects,” and would 
“keep our public borrowing through 
bond issue under constant review.” He 
said also that a 5-year foreign ex- 
change budget has been formulated to 
meet exehange requirements of a 5-year 
public investment program prepared by 
the Budget Commission. 

The establishment of a permanent 
reparations agency to direct the distri- 
bution and utilization of Japanese repa- 
rations goods was proposed. Repara- 
tions payments should be regarded “as 
a part of our foreign exchange re- 
sources” and should be “synchronized 
and integrated with the allocation of 
all available financial resources of our 
country,” he stated. 


The President announced that the 
National Economic Council’s recom- 
mendation for a system of industrial 
priorities had been adopted. This sys- 
tem is intended to guide the allocation 
of foreign exchange, extension of credit 
for new industrial projects, and the ad- 
ministration of the Government’s fis- 
cal operations—probably referring to 
tax treatment—to insure the maximum 
contribution to production, balance-of- 
payments equilibrium, employment, and 
income. In connection with the 5-year 
development program drafted by the 
National Economie Council, the Presi- 
dent recommended the creation of a na- 
tional development authority to carry 
out public projects and to supervise 
Government corporations. 

The President reiterated that the 
Government, as,a matter of policy, 
would limit its participation in busi- 
ness “only to cases where reasons of 
national interest require it, or when 
such participation is desirable in order 
to stimulate private investment in a 
particular field.” He said that the Gov- 
ernment has disposed of certain enter- 
prises in line with this policy, and is 
prepared to dispose of others which do 
not fall within the categories mentioned. 

Other major economic proposals in- 
cluded: Legislation to speed up the ex- 
ploitation of the nickel-iron reserves in 
Suriagao, and modification of tariff 
schedules to promote loeal industry. 
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Aruba To Have Electric, 
Water Distilling Plant 


Construction has begun on a complex 
$10-million plant on Aruba, Curavao, 
to produce electricity and chemicals 
and to distill water. 

The giant plant will have a capacity 
of 12,500 kilowatts. Island officials con- 
sider it the key in a master plan to 
improve economic conditions by making 
the island more self-sufficient in vege- 
table produce, encouraging tourist trade, 
and providing .a wider base for its 
economic activities. 

Cheap fuel from one of the world’s 
largest refineries, Lago, 6 miles away, 
will be used to operate high-pressure 
steam turbines. Runoff steam from the 
turbines will retain sufficient pressure 
to evaporate 10,000 metric tons of sea 
water daily—a total of 2.7 million gal- 
lons. This bacteria-free and virtually 
chemically pure water will be used for 
household, tourist, and hotel require- 
ments; the refinery; a hydrophonics 
farm producing vegetables under in- 
tensive cultivation methods; and a 
chemical plant. This water is expected 
to cost only about half of the current 
rate for similar water. 


Chemicals To Be Produced 


Electricity and pure water from the 
plant will be used to produce chemicals 
from the residue left after the dis- 
tillation process. Very pure quartz is 
native to the island and will be used 
in chemical production together with 
the minerals extracted from sea water. 
An export market for these chemicals is 
expected. Certain chemicals will go to 
the refinery which supplies the fuel. 


Some extracted minerals and pure 
water will go to the hydrophonics farm, 
which will produce vegetables and fruits 
for local consumption at about one- 
half the cost of imported frozen and 
canned vegetables. Active construction 
of the hydrophonics farm began on 
January 14. 

Two years are expected to be required 
for completion of the plant. Ground- 
breaking ceremonies were held on Jan- 
uary 12. American engineers and con- 
struction contractors have been active 
for some time in preparations and 
planning of the project—U. 8. Con- 
sulate, Aruba. 





U. 8S. exports of inedible tallow and 
greases during January-November 1956 
reached 1.3 billion pounds or about 13 
percent above the quantity exported in 
the corresponding period of 1955, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 

All areas showed fairly large in- 
creases except South America, which 
was down about 15 percent, caused 
principally by a substantial drop in ex- 
ports to Colombia largely occasioned by 
trade restrictions. 
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New Agency To Develop | 
Somalia Economy 


A new agency for the economic 
development of Somalia, a trus- 
teeship territory administered by 
the Government of Italy, began 
operations on January 1. 

The agency, Agenzie Sviluppo 
Economico della Somalia 
(AS.ES.), is “entrusted with 
studying, preparing, financing, 
and executing individual programs 
for the economic development of 
the Territory.” 

Its activities will be financed 
by an annual contribution from 
the Italian Administration. 











Central America... 

(Continued from page 2) 
this very reason offers many possibili- 
ties and appears to be on the threshold 
of important economic progress as a 
result of presently planned basic im- 
provements in transportation and elec- 
tric power, the survey points out. 

Nicaragua has made the most rapid 
economic development in recent years, 
originating principally in rapidly ex- 
panding cotton cultivation, but sus- 
tained by advances in many other 
sectors of the economy. Finally, Costa 
Rica has the highest level of general 
education and per capita purchasing 
power. 

Development Policies Adopted 

All five of the Governments have 
adopted active economic development 
policies, ranging from intensification of 
transportation and electric-power pro- 
grams to establishment of special devel- 
opment banks and institutions. They 
also have taken special measures to en- 
courage private investment, whether do- 
mestic or foreign. There are no controls 
over foreign exchange transactions in 
Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras, 
and in Nicaragua and Costa Rica ex- 
change regulations for remitting profits 
and dividends, and for the treatment of 
foreign investments in general are fair. 
Legislation recently adopted, or in 
process of formulation in all five coun- 
tries offers tax incentives to new enter- 
prises, particularly in new manufac- 
turing fields. 

Private foreign investment in Central 
America traditionally has been of con- 
siderable importance, the study con- 
tinues, primarily because of the de- 
velopment by fruit companies of banana 
plantations and related transportation 
and other facilities for their export 
trade. 

Other fields that have attracted for- 
eign investment include telecommuni- 
cations, lumber exploitation, gold and 


q 


Pakistan Undertakes 
50 Major Projects ~ 


Fifty major industrial pro 
ued at approximately $241 million, 
been undertaken in Pakistan by the 
Pakistan Industrial Development (pop. 
poration since its inception in 1952, 

This Corporation was set up to 
mote the establishment of certain 
industries for which private capital 
was not forthcoming. The projects 0 
undertaken include jute and 
mills; sugar, paper, and fertilizer fa, 
tories; shipyards; and the Sui-Kanachi 
and Sui-Multan gas pipelines. 

Thirty-two of the projects have beep 
completed, 12 are in an advanced 
of construction, and 6 are in the initia} 
stage. Twenty-seven of the projects 
representing an estimated cost of $127 
million, are in West Pakistan; the re 
mainder are in East Pakistan and yal. 
ued at about $114 million. 

Of the 44 projects either completed 
or in an advanced stage, more than half 
of the capital has come from private 
enterprise, foreign aid, and loans from 
the International Bank for Reconstrug 
tion and Development, with the balance 
provided by the Pakistan Government. 
These 44 projects are expected to be 
completed in 1957 and to produce ap- 
proximately $84 million worth of goods 
and earn or save foreign exchange to 
the extent of $67 million annually. They 
will employ more than 50,000 workers 
also, and will provide indirect employ- 
ment to a much larger number in such 
fields as the procurement of raw ma- 
terials, transportation, and the sale of 
finished products. 





silver mining, petroleum distribution, 
and banking insurance. Exploration for 
petroleum by foreign capital has been 
going on for some years in Costa Rica, 
and is likely to expand in Guatemala. 
Such exploration also is under way in 
Honduras, 

Entitled “Investment in- Central 
America,” the 273-page handbook {fs in 
six parts. Part 1 deals with the area 
as a whole. Special sections are devoted 
to a discussion of the movement toward 
economic integration and an appraisal 
of the total size of the Central Ameri- 
can market and its national compo- 
nents. The five countries are dealt with 
separately in succeeding parts. 

The new survey may be obtained 
from the Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C., or from any of 
the Department of Commerce 
Offices, at $1.50 a copy. , 





Brazilian meat packers have asked 
the Government to raise their export 
exchange rate from 67 cruzieros to the 
dollar to about 100 cruzieros to 
dollar, the Foreign Agricultural Serv 
ice reports. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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feman Foreign Bank 
Kccount Rules Eased 


The German Central Bank has au- 
German firms to maintain for- 
nmcy accounts with financial 

institutions abroad. 

These accounts may be credited with 

any foreign currency receipts, such as 

proceeds and capital earnings, 
and may be debited with any payments 
made in ‘foreign currency under a gen- 
eral or special license, such as pay- 
ments for imports and services. Pur- 
chase or sale of foreign currency by 
means of the accounts is prohibited, 
however, and such transactions may be 
afected only through the intermediary 
of a German bank. 

The accounts may at any time be 
credited with funds remitted from Ger- 
many, no special license being required. 

Acoount holders, however, are re- 
quired to report monthly the status of 
such accounts to the Bank deutscher 
Laender. 

At the Same time the German Central 
Bank authorized German credit insti- 
tutions to maintain accounts in any 
currency and in any country. In the 
past foreign currency accounts held by 
banks had to be maintained in the cur- 
rency of the respective country. A 
German bank may now, for instance, 
maintain a dollar account with a Neth- 
erlands bank. Credit balances in freely 
convertible currency, however, may not 
be converted into limited convertible 
currency, and vice versa. 

Such accounts were authorized by 
Central Bank announcement No. 7004/ 
1957 of January 15.—U. S. Embassy, 
Bonn, 





Chile Raises Rate of 
Gold Surcharge 


The rate of the Chilean sur- 
charge levied on import duties 
expressed in gold pesos but paid 
in paper pesos has been changed 
from 10,075 percent to 10,756 per- 
eent, effective January 1. 

The surcharge is designed to 
give the Chilean gold peso the 
Same relation to the dollar as 
the paper peso. 

Importers formerly paying the 
surcharge on the basis of approxi- 
mately 101 paper pesos for each 
gold peso of customs duty 

~charged must now, under the new 
decree, No. 52 of January 8, pay 
approximately 108 paper pesos 
for each gold peso of duty.—U. S. 
Embassy, Santiago. 
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lran Limits Pharmaceutical Imports 
To Products of 106 Foreign Firms 


Import of pharmaceutical products into Iran has been restricted 
to products manufactured by 106 foreign firms. 

The restrictions, imposed by a decree which became effective Janu- 
ary 9, divides eligible foreign suppliers of pharmaceuticals into two 
groups: Group I, which lists companies authorized to sell their complete 


line of products in Iran; and group II, 
containing the names of companies au- 
thorized to sell one or more of their 
products in Iran but not their complete 
line. 

Of the 41 companies now placed in 
group I, 13 are British firms, 12 United 
States, 5 German, 5 Swiss, 4 French, 1 
Italian, and 1 Netherlands. 


The remaining 65 companies, classi- 
fied in group II, are distributed as fol- 
lows: 31 French, 7 United States, 7 
British, 6 German, 5 Swiss, 4 Belgian, 
4 Italian, and 1 Indian. The list of 
specific products authorized for group 
II companies has not yet been issued. 


Under the provisions of the new d 
cree, a Special Pharmaceutical Commis- 
sion has been established to pass on the 
competency of foreign manufacturing 
companies and their products. The com- 
mission is authorized to approve only 
companies possessing research labora- 
tories and complete production facilities 
and only products which have been mar- 
keted in the manufacturer’s country for 
at least 5 years. Exceptions to the 5- 
year rule are authorized for newly de- 
veloped preparations. 

The Commission, which is to meet 
every 6 months to pass on applications, 
may approve some or all of the prod- 
ucts of a particular company. 

Prices of imported pharmaceuticals 
are to be controlled through the Iranian 
Ministry of Commerce, As part ‘of an 
effort to reduce drug prices, the Gov- 
ernment has introduced a bill to lower 
customs tariffs. Many essential drugs, 
however, such as antibiotics, serums, 
and vaccines, already are on the free 
list. 


U. S. Firms May Apply 

American pharmaceutical companies 
not on either of the present lists, or 
those desiring to move from group II to 
group I, should prepare a statement 
addressed to H. E. Dr. Jahanshah Saleh, 
Minister of Health, Tehran, covering the 
firm's history, scope of production, lab- 
oratory and research facilities, major 
sales channels, and the nature and 
duration of its trade with Iran. This 
statement should be accompanied by 
documentation from appropriate U. S. 
Government and State authorities at- 
testing to compliance with the VU. S. 
Pure Food and Drug Laws and commer- 
cial use in the United States for at least 
5 years, 





For newly developed preparations, the 
good judgment of the firm should govern 
the best manner of requesting special 
exemption from the minimum 5-year 
usage requirement, 

Firms desiring to do so may send the 
entire documentation to the Trade De- 


' velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 


Commerce, U, & Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. for for- 
warding to the American Embassy in 
Tehran, which in turn will present it to 
the Iranian Ministry of Health, 

New licenses for firms on the ap- 
proved list and other administrative de- 
tails attendant upon the new decree 
should be hangled through local agents. 

Pharmaceuticals not authorized by the 
decree but ordered under import licenses 
issued before January 9 may be im- 


ported up to the expiration date of the 
license. 


The new decree was issued after 6 
months of Government study under- 
taken to find some means of controlling 
the quality and price of imported phar- 
maceuticals. Estimates had placed the 


number of pharmaceuticals entering the 
country at 5,000 different products made 
by 486 foreign suppliers in 17 countries. 

A free translation of the decree, No. 
72315, of January 9, follows: 


1. Pharmaceutical manufacturers whose 
products are permitted import into the coun- 
try must meet the following terms: 

a. Should be in possession of fully equipped 
and comenene research laboratories. 

b. Shall be in possession of modern tech- 
nical facilities and complete machinery for the 
production of pharmaceuticals. 

c. Their pharmaceutical products shall have 
at least a 5-year usage period in the country 
of origin. Their export price lists must be 
submitted to the Iranian Ministry of Com- 
merce hefore the products are sent to Iran. 

d. In‘event a gees has an exclusive agent 
in Iran it should submit to the Ministry of 
Commerce a copy of its agency agreement 
and whatever distribution advantages and 
discounts it might have given to its agent so 
that the Ministry of Commerce mer issue an 
exclusive agency license which will be given 
to the agent if everything is found in com- 
pliance with the provisions of the respective 
regulations. 

e. The Pharmaceutical High Commission 
will confirm the competency of the manufac- 
turer and authorize usage of the medicine. 

Note.—The Ministries of Health and Com- 
merce will draw up and put into execution 
the regulations and conditions governing is- 
suance of exclusive agency licenses. 

2. From the date of enforcement of the 
decree only pharmaceutical manufacturers 
whose competency and indispensability have 
been approved by the Special Pharmaceutical 
Commission and confirmed by the Ministry of 
Health shall be allowed to import pharmaceu- 
ticals into the country in accordance with the 


(Continued on page 10) 
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Syria Increases Number of Duties 


Additional commodities for which changes in duties have been put 
into effect in Syria pursuant to Customs High Council decision No. 
611/C issued in December are here listed. 

This list supplements the list representing duty increases affecting 
commodities imported from the United States reported in Foreign 


Commerce Weekly, February 18, 1957, 


page 8. 

Syrian tariff items affected by the 
changes; their new duties, in Syrian 
currency per unit specified and/or per- 
cent ad valorem; and former rates, 
shown in parentheses, are as follows 
(1 Syrian pound of 100 piasters =< 
approxmiately US$0.28 at free-market 
rate): 


25 a. Fresh or salted butter: 50 percent 
(25 percent); b, liquid butter (samneh): 50 
percent (25 percent). 

26 a, b, c-1, c-2, c-3. Cheese: 
(25 percent). 

63 a. Coffee beans, raw, per net kilogram: 
150 piasters (125 piasters), duty not less than 
50 percent ad valorem (40 percent); b, coffee 
beans, roasted, including ground, per one- 
half kilogram: 200 piasters (same), 
duty not less than 50 percent ad valorem 
(40 percent); c, coffee beans, waste, broken 
and sweepings: 150 piasters per net kilogram 
(125 ae amy duty not less than 50 percent 
ad valorem (40 percent). 

65. Pepper, pimento, and allspice: 50 per- 
cent (25 percent). 

67 a, b, c-1, d, e. Other spices: 50 percent 
(25 percent). 

116. Sausages, salami: 50 percent (25 per- 
cent). 

117 a. Ham in tins: 50 pércent (25 percent); 
b, other meat preparations and preserves of 
meat, not included under tariff No. 18: 650 
percent (25 percent). 

118. Meat extracts, solid or liquid, includ- 
ing those prepared with vegetable matters: 
60 percent (25 percent). 

119. Caviar and caviar substitutes: 50 per- 
cent (40 percent). 

120. Fish prepared or preserved not classi- 
fied under No. 20: 50 percent (25 percent). 

121. Crustaceans and molluscs, prepared or 
preserved, not classified under No. 21: 50 
percent (25 percent). 

132 a. Chocolate bars and blocks weighing 
1,000 grams or more: 100 piasters per one-half 
gross kilogram (80 piasters), duty not less 
than 650 percent ad valorem (40 percent); 
b, other chocolates and chocolate articles: 
250 piasters per- one-half gross kilogram (200 
piasters), duty not less than 50 percent ad 
valorem (40 percent). 

136 a. Sugared biscuits: 75 percent (60 per- 
cent), duty not less than 100 piasters per 
one-half gross kilo (same); b, ¢, non- 
sugared biscuits and other fine bakery prod- 
u and pastry, whether or not containing 
cocoa and chocolate: 75 percent (40 percent) 
duty not less than 100 piasters per one-half 
gross kilogram. 

151 a. Natural mineral water: 25 percent 
(11 percent). 


50 percent 


152 a. b. Beer in barrels (draught) and 
bottled beer: 75 piasters per liter (65 pias- 
ters), duty not less than 75 percent (60 
percent). 

153 a. Fresh grapejuice: 100 percent (25 
percent); b, wines other than liqueurs, of 
over 15 percent alcohol content; 1 
(50 percent). 

154 a, b. Sparkling wines and champagne: 
100 percent (60 percent). 

155. Wines prepared with aromatic plants, 
liqueurs, and table wines, of over 15 percent 
alcohol content: 100 percent (60 percent). 

156. Fermented drinks of fruits other than 
grapes: 100 percent (60 percent). 

167 a-1, b-1, 2, 3, c. Spirits of all kinds: 
100 percent (80, 66, 60, percent). 

160. Soft drinks and other beverages, 
n. e. 8.: 50 percent (25 percent). 

161. Edible vinegar: 65 percent (50 percent). 

183 a, b. Marble, alabaster, and sepentine, 
whether or not sawed in blocks or slabs, 


percent 





unworked or simply rough-hewn: 25 percent 
(11 percent). 


217 d. Butane gas, pressed, liquified or 


solidified: 10 piasters per net kilogram (7 
piasters). 
319 a, b, c, d, e, f, g. Cosmetics and per- 


fumes: 65 percent (50, 40 percent). 

366 a, b, ec. Furskins, raw: 25 percent (11 
percent). 

367. Dressed furs: 75 percent (40 percent). 

368. Finished furs: 100 percent (40 percent). 

401 a, b. Furniture and parts thereof of 
bentwood: 75 percent (50 percent). 

402. Other furniture and parts thereof: 300 
piasters per gross kilogram, duty not less 
than 100 percent ad valorem (60 percent). 

489 a. Carpets of rayon, rayon waste, or 
pure rayon fibers: 50 percent (40 percent). 

507. Woolen fabrics, n. e. s.: a, of pure 
wool: 50 percent (40 percent); b, of mixed 
wool: 50 percent (40 percent). 

511 a, b, ec. Woolen carpets and rugs: 60 
percent (40 percent). 

534. Cotton carpets and rugs: 
(40 percent). 

556 a. Jute carpets: 50 percent (25 percent); 
b, carpets of coconut fiber, agave, aloe, sisal, 
etc.: 50 percent (25 percent); c, other carpets 
of fibers under chapter 49 of the tariff: 50 
percent (25 percent). 

572 b. Waxed linen cloth and other textiles 
and felts covered with substances of oil base, 
and oiled textiles used for other than fighting 
flying insects: 40 percent (25 percent). 

574. Linoleum, lincrusta, and similar arti- 
cles: 40 percent (25 percent). 

576 b. Elastic cording regardless of nature 
of component textiles: 50 percent (25 per- 
cent). 

577. Textiles and felts covered with rubber, 
n. e. s.: 50 percent (25 percent). 

581 A-1. Hosiery (knitted) textile pieces 
manufactured from rayon or pure rayon 
fiber: 75 percent (50 percent), duty not less 
than 1,200 piasters per net kilogram (900 
piasters). 

582 A-2. Pure woolen hosiery textiles: 75 
percent (40 percent). 

583 A-1 a. Pure cotton nesteey (knitted) 
textiles: 500 pilasters per net kilogram (300 
piasters). 

584. Men's clothing, n. e. s., manufactured 
from: a, silk, silk waste, silk floss, or a 


60 percent 


mixture thereof: 75 percent (60 reent); 
b, rayon or rayon textile fibers: percent 
(60 percent); c, wool textiles: 75 percent 


(40 percent); d, cotton textiles: 75 percent 
(40 percent); e, textiles of linen, hemp, and 
other vegetable textile matter classified in 


chapter of the tariff: 75 percent (40 per- 
cent). 
585. Women's clothing, n. e. s., manufac- 


tured from: a, silk, silk floss, silk waste, or 
a mixture thereof: 75 —— (60 percent); 
b, rayon or rayon textile fibers: 75 percent 
(60 percent); c, wool textiles: 75 percent (40 


percent); d, cotton textiles: 75 percent (50 
percent); e, textiles of linen, hemp, and other 
vegetable textile matter classified in chapter 


49 of the tariff: 75 percent (40 percent). 

586 b. Clothing and underclothing of tex- 
tiles, oiled, rubberized and the like, classified 
under chapter 50 of the tariff, n. e. s., other 
than special clothing for sponge fishing: 50 
percent (25 percent). 

589. Table linens, bed linens, and bath 
linens manufactured from: a, silk, silk floss, 
silk waste, or a mixture thereof: 75 percent 
(60 percent); b, rayon or rayon textile fibers: 
75 percent (60 percent); c, wool textiles: 75 
percent (40 percent); d, cotton textiles: 75 

ercent (50 percent); e, textiles of linen, 

emp, and other vegetable textile matter 
classified in chapter of the tariff: 75 per- 
cent (50 percent). 


593 b. Corsets, girdles, brassieres, braces, 
(Continued on page 9) 
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Germany Sets Quotas 
For Various Products 


The Federal Republic of Ge 
established new quotas for import from 
the United States and Canada of 
and cardboard and manuf 
thereof. 

Additional quotas also have 
opened for import from all dollar 
tries of synthetic material fabrics 
all other nonliberalized textiles, 
ing readymade clothes. 

The Republic also will issue 
licenses freely for spinnable glass 
rovings for processing until a 


efy Gaz. 


ef 
1t+s 


quota of 250,000 marks has been uti. | 


lized, but not later than April 30. Re 
export will be allowed only against 
freely convertible currency. 

German imports from the United 
States and Canada of paper and car 
board and manufacturers thereof 


ii 


kraft liner and kraft cardboard, but | 


including paper pulp manufacturers; 
will be licensed until an unannounced 
quota limitation is reached, but not 
after May 31. Imports made under this 
authority may not be reexported from 
Germany. 

Licenses amounting to a maximum 
value of 50,400 marks may be granted 
to each applicant wishing’ to import 
fabrics of the synthetic material from 
any dollar country, but not after June 
30 (4.2 German marks=US$1). 

A total quota of 105,000 marks is 
established for each applicant’ for im- 
port of any nonliberalized textiles, in- 
cluding readymade _ clothes, except 
fabrics of synthetic material. Imports 
under this authority may not be granted 
after June 30 and may not be re 
exported.—U. S. Embassy, Bonn. 





India, Pakistan Sign 
3-Year Trade Pact 


A new trade agreement has been 
signed by India and Pakistan to replace 
the agreement which expired on Janu- 
ary 31. 

Subject to ratification by the two 
Governments, the agreement will te 
main in force for 3 years, but its opera- 
tions will be reviewed every 6 months. 
The two schedules of commodities cov- 
ered by the agreement will be reviewed 
each year. 

Among items available for export 
from India to Pakistan as listed in the 
agreement are coal, chemicals, drugs, 
electrical instruments, motion picture 
films, coffee, tea, and tobacco. 
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Items that may be exported from | 


Pakistan to India include raw jute, 
hides and skins, fish, poultry, eggs, M0 
tion picture film, machine tools, stl 
gical instruments, and sporting goods. 

Volume of trade between the two 
countries in 1955 totaled approximately 
US$71 million. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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serve Bank of India 





Given Strong Controls 


f paper} The Reserve Bank of India has been 
actures given stronger control over private 


2 been 
I coun- 
ics and 
includ- 


United 
d card- 


panking companies in the country. 

new controls, provided for by 
the Banking Companies (Amendment) 
Act, 1957, amending the 1949 Act, and 
dfective January 14, enable the Re- 
serve Bank to: 

@ Obtain a wider range of informa- 
tion than formerly. 

@ Direct banking companies in mat- 
ters of policy or administration affect- 
ing the public interest, including em- 

| ployee salaries. 
@ Make subject to its prior approval 
appointment of the banks’ managing 


f except | directors, managers, or chief executive 


rd, but | 


cturers; 
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officers and the terms of their appoint- 
ments. 

@ Depute observers to report on the 
conduct of the banking companies’ af- 
fairs. Undertake certain other func- 
tions relating to voting rights and elec- 
tion of directors. 

The stated intention of the act is to 
prevent undesirable tendencies in the 
administration of banking companies 
which might “affect the soundness of 
the companies or not be in the public 
interest or in the interests of the de- 
positors.” 

Financial and banking circles are 
sharply divided in their criticism of 
the act. 








Syria Increases . . . 
(Continued from page 8) 


| garters, and similar articles of elastic textiles 
regardless of kind of component textile: 650 
percent (25 percent). 
5% ¢. Traveling bags, shopping bags, hand- 
, cases, and other sheathmakers’ wares 
or knitwork manufactured from cotton tex- 
tiles: 60 percent (50 percent). 
697 d. Other readymade or made-to-order 
articles manufactured from: 1, Silk floss, 
| silk waste, or a mixture thereof: 75 percent 
(60 percent); 2, rayon, or rayon textile fibers: 
% percent (60 percent); 3, cotton textiles: 
% percent (60 percent); 4, elastic textiles 
regardless of textile content: 50 percent (25 
percent); 5, elastic cords regardless of textile 
content: 50 percent (25 percent): 6. elastic 
braid and ribbon regardless of textile con- 
tent: 50 percent (25 percent). 
658. Ceramic statuettes,» fancy and decora- 
tive articles: 75 percent (40 percent). 
660. Wares of faience or fine earthenware, 
1. @ i: a, For table, dressing table, house 
furnishing, and office decorations: 50 percent 
(3% percent). 
662. Wares of porcelain, n.e.1.: a, For 
table or toilet use, house furnishing. and 
fecoration, or office decorations: 50 percent 
(3 percent). 
4. Wagons and vehicles for children’s 
imusement: 75 percent (50 percent). 


95. Dollis: 75 percent (50 percent). 

on Other games and toys for children: 
percent. (50 percent). 

971. Parlor games: a, tric trac: 75 


(9 percent): b, ot! 75 a pers 
tenth” ; b, other: 75 percent ( 


per- 


98. Recreation and feast ‘articles and 
Christmas tree decorations and articles: 75 
percent (50 percent). 


—U. S. Embassy, Damascus. 
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New Peruvian Regulations Established for 
Registration of Pharmaceutical Products 


New regulations for the registration and reregistration of pharma- 
ceutical products in Peru have been put into effect by its Inspectorate 


General of Pharmacy. 


Although the new regulations are based largely on the old, some 
changes and additional provisions are as follows: 


@ The registration or reregistration 
fee for foreign pharmaceutical products 
is increased from 250 soles to 500 soles 
per product, or from US$13 to $26, 
whereas the corresponding fees on do- 
mestic products remain at 250 soles. 
In collection of fees, however, due con- 
sideration will be given to commit- 
ments established in international 
trade agreements—an implication that 
products imported from the United 
States and other member countries of 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade will be assessed the same fees 
as are domestic products. Receipts 
verifying payment of registration and 
reregistration fees must be submitted 
with registration applications. 

No provision is made for reimburse- 
ment of fees if applications are re- 
jected. 

Prior regulations required payment 
of fees after approval of applications. 

@ Registrations must be revalidated 
every 5 years, as under the former reg- 
ulations. 

@ Provision is made for inclusion of 
a delegate of the Union of Importers 
and Representatives of Pharmaceutical 
Products as a member of the Inspec- 
torate General of Pharmacy’s Advisory 
Board, which judges and decides on 
cases relating to registration and re- 
registration of pharmaceutical products. 

Formerly representatives of the phar- 
maceutical import trade occasionally 
were called to meetings to discuss such 
matters, but their position now seems 
to be stronger through their formal 
membership on the Advisory Board. 

@ Importers, as well as domestic 
manufacturers, of pharmaceutical prod- 
ucts must indicate on each container 
the retail price to the public. 

This requirement is merely a simpli- 
fied provision of a prior measure con- 
tained in a Supreme Resolution of De- 
cember 17, 1956, which required do- 
mestic manufacturers, importers, and 
distributors to place additional labels 
or tags on each container showing the 
price to the public, as well as the name 
of the manufacturer or importer. 

This provision has been strongly pro- 





The 1957 Australian crop of raisins— 
Sultanas and Lexias—is expected to be 
of average size and, thus, substantially 
larger than the short 1956 crop which 
suffered serious rain damage, the For- 
eign Agricultural Service reports. 

Production of currants, however, is 
expected to be smaller than the past 
year’s average-sized crop. 





tested by importers and distributors on 
the grounds that in the first place they 
are not authorized or competent to fix 
markups to retailers, and, secondly, 
that it is impracticable to place extra 
labels on numerous products sold daily, 
many of which are packaged in very 
small containers. This requirement re- 
portedly is being reconsidered by the 
authorities. 

@ A special office is established 
where all matters relating to registra- 
tion and reregistration of pharmaceu- 
tical products will be centralized. 

This system undoubtedly will expe- 
dite registration and revalidations, as 
registration applications formerly were 
handled by different Ministry of Public 
Health offices and considerable diffi- 
culties and delays were experienced. 

@ The Advisory Board must see that 
essential pharmaceutical specialties are 
available in the market but that “ef- 
forts should be made to restrict im- 
ports of nonessential products in order 
to save foreign exchange and favor the 
development of the domestic pharma- 
ceutical industry.” i 


Although in general the new regula- 
tions involve relatively few changes 
from the former provisions, they ap- 
pear to favor the domestic pharmaceu- 
tical industry.—U. S. Embassy, Lima. 

The old regulations were set forth 
in Department of Commerce publica- 
tion Pharmaceutical Regulations—Peru, 
Business Information Service, World 
Trade Series, No. 634, October 1954. 





Afghanistan Imposes Sales 
Tax on Some Luxury Imports 


The Government of Afghanistan, in 
order to raise additional revenue for 
economic development under its 5-year 
plan, has placed a new sales tax on im- 
ports of certain types of luxury goods. 

Commodities affected by the new rev- 
enue measure and the rates levied 
against each are: 


Automobiles, 3 percent; cigarettes and fire- 
arms, 5 percent; imitation jewelry, playing 
cards, and foodstuffs, 10 percent. 

Silk piece goods and silverware, 15 percent; 
goldware, perfumes, cosmetics, typewrit 
cigarette lighters and cases, 20 percent; 
lace piece goods, 25 percent; and other jew- 
elry, 30 percent. 

Customs authorities will collect the 
sales tax directly from the importer 
along with the regular customs duties, 
which also have been raised (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Oct. 15, 1956, p. 8). 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Germany Proposes To 
Cancel Molasses Duty 


A proposal to exempt molasses under 
tariff item No. 1703 of the Federal 
German tariff schedule from payment 
of import duty from January 1 to Sep- 
tember 30 has been announced by the 
Federal Ministry of Finance. 


The proposal, announced in Bunde- 
sanzeiger No. 5 of January 9, 1957, will 
be made the subject of a draft ordi- 
nance, designated as the 65th Ordinance 
on Changes of Tariff Rates, which is ear- 
marked “urgent” in the meaning of the 


Bundestag Standing Rules of Procedure. © 


The present applicable general rate 
of duty on molasses is 20 percent ad 
valorem; however, imports under cus- 
toms bond for use in the manufacture 
of citric acid are duty free. 


The stated purpose of the proposed 
measure is to enable molasses consum- 
ers to overcome the current bottleneck 
in domestic supply by importing the 
product. 

This objective apparently also will 
require a new import authorization for 
molasses, which has not been liberalized 
for any country. Such an authorization 
was issued on November 20, 1956, for 
all countries including the United 
States, but for an undisclosed maximum 
quota. Its validity period was until] De- 
cember 31, 1956, but the quota was ex- 
hausted on December 5.—U. S. Em- 
bassy, Bonn. 





Iran Limits... 
(Continued from page 7) 


terms provided under the Law on Medical 
and Pharmaceutical Affairs, Food Items and 
Beverages. 

Note 1.—The Pharmaceutical High Commis- 
sion is authorized to allow some manufac- 
turers to only import some of their products 
into Iran which are considered usable and 
needed for the country. 

Note 2.—Pharmaceuticals for which import 
licenses have not expired are allowed to be 
imported until the expiry date of the license: 
but after the expiry date their import shall 
be subject to the provisions of the decree. 


3. Price stabilization and control of med- 
icines authorized for import into the country 
shall be enforced and carried out by the Min- 
istry of Commerce in accordance with the 

rovisions of the Iranian Regulations on 

rice Stabilization and Control of Pharma- 
ceuticals. 


4. With a view to exercising control over 
prices of pharmaceuticals and execution of 
the provisions of the decree, roving units of 
inspectors comprised of representatives of 
the Ministries of Health, Interior, and Com- 
merce shall be appointed. These inspecting 
groups will have the right to visit the offices 
of drug import agents, drug wholesalers’ 
shops, and pharmacies and inspect their 
books and documents, and in event they no- 
tice any deviations as far as stabilized prices 
and regulations on pharmaceuticals are con- 
cerned they shall draw up a proces-verbal 
which will be submitted to the Ministry of 
Justice and other competent judicial authori- 
ties for investigation and prosecution. 

6. All Government organizations and depart- 
ments, municipalities, social security institu- 
tions, public charity organizations, and all 
other institutions which avail themselves 
either directly or indirectly of the Govern- 
ment budget and public revenues are required 
to carry out the provisions of this decree 
carefully and under no circumstances shall 

urchase from or send orders to manufac- 
urers whose competency is not confirmed by 
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the Commission or order items other than 
these approved by the Commission. 

6. In order that modern scientific develop- 
ments in the field of pharmacy and medicines 
and medical discoveries in pharmceuticals 
may be utilized and also for the purpose of 
limiting the number of sup lying factories 
and reconsideration of the drug items pre- 

red by the said factories, a high committee 

nown as the Pharmaceutical Commission shall 
be established at the Ministry of Health. 
Once every 6 months it will meet and look 
into all requests received and give its views. 

7. The High Commission shall be comprised 
of the official members of the Forei 
Specialty Drug Commission, provided for by 
the Law on Medical and Pharmaceutical Af- 
fairs, Food Items and Beverages, and three 
of the country’s competent and reliable 
+ pr mgm to be prepenes by the Ministry of 

ealth and approv by the Cabinet. Mem- 
bership and appointment of the physicians 
shall be for a period of 3 years. 

Note.—In event of discovery of a new med- 
icine for a hard-to-cure disease, the adminis- 
tration of which medicine is established by 
world-famous health centers, the Pharmaceu- 
tical High Commission will upon invitation of 
the Ministry of Health hold an extraordinary 
meeting to investigate the matter. 


—U. S. Embassy, Tehran. 


Cuban 1957... 


(Continued from page $3) 
the balance of natural, or unwashed 
coffee. 

Although domestic retail sales gen- 
erally were good, they declined sharply 
early in December in several sections 
of the country, attributed directly to 
political disturbances. However, con- 
sumer demand in greater Havana and 
in some other areas subsequently re- 
covered in varying degrees and the final 
sales volume in most cases indicated an 
improvement over sales in December 
1955. 

The demand for household appliances 
and other electric goods, farm equip- 
ment, industrial machinery, automobiles, 
and heavy machinery generally was 
good despite slight declines in some 
quarters, 





Construction Booms 

The value of building permits issued 
in Havana Province in the quarter 
totaled 16.5 million pesos, the highest 
quarterly figure for the year and con- 
siderably above the total for the 
corresponding period of 1955. Included 
is the projected 19-story luxury Havana 
Riviera Hotel, under’ construction. 
Contracts were signed also for a second 
tourist hotel in Havana. 

Other large projects under consider- 
ation included the erection of a four- 
story office building which would serve 
also as a helicopter terminal and a 
country-wide chain of motels. With a 
number. of large _ industrial plants 
scheduled to get under way early in 
1957 and the continuing high level 
demand for private dwelling units, the 
construction industry is expected to 
play a leading role in Cuba’s economic 
development in 1957. 

New investments, frequently with 
substantial participation by Govern- 
ment loan agencies, represented an im- 


portant aspect of Cuba’s economic 
situation in the fourth quarter. The 
President and numerous influential 








Iraq Controls Import 
Of Lubricants . 


Iraqi imports of lubricating of 
from soft-currency areas have 
been made subject to import I. 
cense for the first time. 

Licensing, which went into ef. 
fect on January 15, is adminis. 
tered by the Government Oi] Re 
fineries Administration near 
Baghdad. 

The restriction on oil imports 
is designed to limit the stockpjl- 
ing of lubricants pending the pro. 
posed import ban on these prod- 
ucts in May, when the lubricants 
refinery at Baghdad is scheduled 
to begin production.—U. S. Em. 
bassy, Baghdad. 











Government officials and private indy. 
trialists stressed the favorable invest. 
ment climate and the benefits offered 
to attract foreign capital. Request for 
new-industry status and the resulting 
tax benefits were made by firms pr 
posing to process a variety of articles 
No significant change occurred in 
the textile production volume and the 
outlook for 1957 generally was favor- 
able. The local cotton-weaving indus- 
try protested strongly against a pro- 
posed trade agreement between Cuba 
and Japan, on the ground that any 
lowering of the customs duties o 
Japanese cotton goods would be disas- 
trous for the local industry. 
Preliminary construction work ¢on- 
tinued at Moa Bay on Cuba’s most 
important new mining development. 
Exploitation of the nickel and cobalt 
resources in this area will involves 
$40-million investment by the Cubm 
subsidiary of a large U. S. company, 


Petroleum Output Increases 


Cuba’s infant petroleum industry 
closed the year with a production gain 
in excess of 40 percent over 1955. 
However, the year’s total production of 
about 540,000 barrels represented only 
9 days of the country’s consumption 
requirements. Drilling slumped of 
substantially in the latter part of th 
year, although the 1956 total of 278515 
feet provided a modest gain over th 
249,831 footage drilled in 1955. AD 
estimated $10 million was spent in dl 
exploration activities in 1956, 
with about $7.5 million spent in 1%. 

To meet the growing demand f 
petroleum products, 3 major 
were working on a $70-million refinery 
construction program which will i 
crease Cuba's capacity nearly eightfold 
One of the new refineries was @ 
to start operations in early 1957, wilh 
the other two scheduled for 
later in the year—U, S, Embass, 
Havana, 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





MAT 0 Work in France, 
Netherlands Planned 


New projects in France and the Neth- 
erlands have been opened to U. S. biti- 
ders under the international competitive 
pidding procedure of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO), the Bu- 
rea Of Foreign Commerce has reported. 

The French projects call for works 
on various airfields, estimated at a total 
of $737,840. 

The work at Peronne-Mons-en-Chaus- 
see airfield, to cost approximately $607,- 
140, calls for interior roads, a petroleum 
products depot, fencing, and a munitions 
depot; and at Orleans-Bricy airfield, 
$314,000, a filling station, a munitions 
depot, and heating hangars. 

The work at Saint-Simon-Clastres air- 
field, $307,000, calls for shoulders, fenc- 
ing, and munitions depot; at Chene- 
vieres airfield, $234,000, peripheric fenc- 
ing, enlargement of alert areas, and 

ement of shoulders; at Chalons- 
Vatry airfield, $15,700, peripheric fenc- 
ing; and at Lilli-Lesquin airfield, $260, 
000, fencing, munitions depot, and 
dectrie equipment. 

Interested firms should register their 
intention to bid with the French Dele- 
gation to NATO, Palais de Chaillot, 
Paris, by February 27 on the first two 
projects, and by March 1 on the other 
three. 


Pipeline Needed 


The Netherlands projects, estimated 
at $1,036,036, call for pipeline and air- 
field work. 

Project No. 41 involves procurement 
of materials and laying of pipeline, 
$165,264; Project No. 42, laying of pipe- 
line and miscellaneous works, $787,512; 
Project No. 43, improvement of airfield 
runway, $30,360; and Project No. 44, 
installation of internal pipelines on air- 


field and procurement of materials, $52,- 


800. Interested firms should register 
their intention to bid by March 1 with 
De Directeur Gebouwen, Werken en 
Terreinen, Bagijnestraat 40, The Hague. 
Potential bidders who are riot already 
certified to participate in NATO work 
should send a resume of their qualifica- 
tions to the Trade Development Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
rtment of Commerce, Washington 

3; D. C., as described in the brochure 
on the NATO international competitive 


bidding program available from that 
Division, 





U. S. crude petroleum exports to 
Western Europe rose to 7,746,000 bar- 
rels in November. In January-October 
1956, exports of crude petroleum to 
Western Europe averaged only 104,000 
barrels monthly. 
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Joint-Venture Participation Wanted To Set Up 
Slaughterhouse and Feed Plant in Thailand 


Two projects within the framework of Thailand’s Agricultural 
Promotion Program offer an opportunity for U. S. investors to partici- 
pate on a joint-venture basis with Thai firms through the supply of 


technical assistance, know-how, and equipment. 


The Livestock Trading Corp.,.Ltd., importer and exporter of 


cattle, is seeking U. S. assistance for the 
establishment of a modern slaughter- 
house and meat-processing plant. Local 
capital reportedly is available for this 
project; however, U, S. equipment and 
technical know-how are desired. 


Plans and specifications for a meat- 
processing plant are said to be avail- 
able; however, it is anticipated that 
these would have to be revised and en- 
larged to meet the requirements of the 
facilities the Thal company proposes. 
The initial plant, according to the firm, 
should have a capacity of 120 to 250 
head of oxen or buffalo a day. 


A second project for which U. 8. tech- 
nical assistance and machinery are 
sought is for the construction and oper- 
ation of a rice-bran processing plant. 


Lamsam Forestry & Produce Co., 
Ltd., forest concessionaires, importers, 
and exporters, originators of the pro- 
posal, offer joint-venture participation 
to a U. S. firm which will provide the 
necessary technical data for the estab- 
lishment of a feed-processing plant uti- 
lizing rice as the basic ingredient. Thai- 
land is said to offer a good market for 
an improved variety of animal feed 
necessary for the development of the 
cattle industry of that country. 


Supplemental data concerning either 
or both of these proposals are available 
upon requesf from the Investment De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C, 





Ceylonese Firm Offers 
To Sell Chlorine 


Large quantities of chlorine 
and numerous derivatives are of- 
fered for sale by the Paranthan 
Chemicals Corp. in Colombo. In- 
terested parties are invited to cor- 
respond with that company at 110 
Genéral’s Lake Road, Colombo 2. 

A list of 56 chlorine derivatives 
available may be obtained from 
the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 














Ireland. Encourages 


Industrial Expansion 


Passage of the Industrial Grants Act, 
to encourage foreign investment through 
the erection of factories and the ex- 
pansion of manufactured-goods exports, 
has been announced by the Irish Indus- 
trial Authority. 


Under the act, the Government of 
Ireland will supply up to two-thirds of 
the cost for new industrial undertakings 
considered beneficial to the national 
economy by replacing imported goods, 
providing substantial employment, or 
leading to an export trade. 

The maximum grant under the act 
reportedly is $140,000. It is understood 
that grants are still in force under an 
earlier law which applies to the less 
developed areas of west and south-west 
Ireland. Here the grants equal the full 
cost of the factory site and buildings 
and half the cost of the plant and ma- 
chinery. Tax concessions also have been 
introduced. 

Further information on the act may 
be obtained from Donal Scully, U. S. 
representative of the Irish Industrial 
Authority, 33 East 50th Street, New 
York 22, N. Y. 





Australian Visitor Seeks 
Licenses To Make Dresses 


Henry Haskin, representing Henry 
Haskin Pty., Ltd., 104 Flinders Lane, 
Melbourne, reportedly one of Australia’s 
leading dress manufacturers, was sched- 
uled to arrive in the United States via 
San Francisco on or about February 
25 for discussions with dress manufac- 
turers in this country. 

Mr. Haskin is interested in conclud- 
ing licensing arrangements with U. S. 
manufacturers of better quality gar- 
ments with a view to using American 
designs in Australia. 

Visits are planned to Los Angeles, 
Chicago, Washington, D. C., New York. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond with Mr, Haskin,-c/o Australian 
Trade Commissioner, 630 Fifth Avenue, 
New York. A. current World Trade 
Directory report on the company will 
be prepared for qualified U. S. firms 
for $1 upon request to the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D, C. 
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English Tool Firms Seek Licensors 


Two firms in England are interested in licensing arrangements with 
U. S. manufacturers of tools and machinery. 

A. H. T., Ltd., manufacturer of A. H. T. high-speed steel standard 
lathe tools—tipped, butt welded, and solid—in a variety of shapes and 
colors, seeks a licensing arrangement with a U. S. firm for the manu- 


facture of jigs, fixtures, gages, form 
tools, and development and production 
components for use in aircraft and 
armament industries. 


A. H. T., Ltd., asks that inquiries and 
drawings of the equipment to be manu- 
factured be submitted to the firm, 9 
Bray’s Lane, Coventry. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
A. H. T., Ltd., is in preparation and 
soon will be available to qualified U. S. 
companies for $1 from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 

B. O. Morris, Ltd., engineering works, 
manufacturing flexible shaft machines, 
polishing and fettling shop lathes, 
abrasive belt machines, rotary burrs, 
wire brushes, special-purpose machine 
tools, jigs, fixtures, and automatic 
polishing machines, seeks a licensing 
arrangement with a U. S. firm for the 
manufacture in England of portable 
electric or air tools, power tools par- 
ticularly for the aircraft or motor 
industry, and well-known light machine 
tools, and for finishing processes and 
techniques. 

The firm reportedly has available 
capital, adequate labor, floor space, 
machine tools and ancillary equipment, 
technical ability, and sales service 
coverage for any engineering product, 
ancillary to their own proprietary 
lines. In return for a license agreement 
to manufacture any such equipment, the 
English firm is prepared to provide 
royalty payments, and if necessary, give 
advice on how the American product 
should be modified to English/Conti- 
nental requirements. 

A complete set of booklets describing 
the products manufactured by B. O. 
Morris, Ltd., is available for review 
on loan from the Investment Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
B. O. Morris, Ltd.,. also is available to 
qualified U. S. companies from BFC’s 
Commercial Intelligence Division for $1. 
Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond direct with B. O. Morris, Ltd., 
Morrisfiex Works, Briton Road, Coven- 
try, England. 





Exports of passenger cars represented 
slightly over 3 percent of U. S. produc- 
tion in 1956, about the same as in 1955; 
imports of passenger cars, however, 
rose from less than 1 percent of U. S. 
production in 1955 to nearly 2 percent 
in 1956. 
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Yarn Factory Offered 
For Sale in Scotland 


John G. Carse, receiver of North 
British Rayon, Ltd., manufacturer of 
viscose rayon yarn, is offering for sale 
the company’s factory and fixed plant 
to a U. S. firm contemplating the estab- 
lishment of a manufacturing subsidiary 
in Scotland. 

The factory, located at Jedburgh, 
Roxburghshire, reportedly has its own 
powerplant, is of modern construction, 
and has 20 separate sheds which can be 
expanded into larger single-unit areas. 
Other facilities include a canteen, per- 
sonnel, and first-aid services, The firm 
states arrangements can be made for 
inspection of the factory and plant, and 
assures housing facilities and the fullest 
cooperation from the local council. 

Copies of a schedule of particulars of 
the factory, its powerplant, and of the 
county town in which it is located, may 
be obtained from the Investment De- 
velopment Division; Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
this Scottish plant may be obtained by 
qualified U. S. companies from BFC’s 
Commercial Intelligence Division for $1. 
Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond direct with John G. Carse, Re- 
ceiver of North British Rayon, Ltd., 105 
St. Vincent Street, Glasgow, C. 2, Scot- 
land, 





Nigeria Releases Improved 
Journal on Trade Matters 


The Nigerian Government has re- 
leased an improved Nigerian Trade 
Journal compiled and published by the 
Federal Department of Commerce and 
Industries, Lagos. 

This quarterly is the only official 
magazine in British West Africa deal- 
ing with trade matters. Each fully illus- 
trated issue contains feature articles 
on industrial and commercial develop- 
ment in Nigeria and regular items in- 
cluding review of oversea trade, import 
and export statistics, trade inquiries, 
marketing board news and the like. 

A copy of a late issue may be re- 
viewed at the Department of Commerce 
Field Offices or is available for review 
on loan from the Trade Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. A year’s subscription 






—— 


Indian Wire-Enameling 
Firm Plans Expansion 


Volta Insulating Co., Ltd., establisheq 
in Bombay in 1950 for the manufacture 
of enameled and superenameled Copper 
wires, seeks U,. S. capital participation 
for expansion, 

The investor's contribution would be 
in the form of necessary equipment for 
expanding the production facilities o 
the firm. The monetary value of the 
equipment and services supplied by the 
investor would be considered as equity 
participation in the capital structure of 
the firm. The Indian firm also is inter. 


ested in obtaining the services of a few 
American technicians. 


The Volta company proposes to oper. 
ate a new plant in Bangalore in Mysore 
State, and is reported to have sufficient 
land for this expansion as well as ade- 
quate water facilities. The present elec. 
tric power supply will be augmented by 
installation of a diesel generator. 

The firm’s manufacturing process con 
sists of coating synthetic enamel on cop 
per wires of various gages. The copper 
wires are purchased locally, while syn- 
thetic resin oleo is imported. Other 
minor raw materials are obtainable in 
Bangalore. According to the firm, pro- 
duction is 1,200 pounds of enameled 
copper wire a day for three shifts. Un- 
der the proposed expansion this amount 
will be increased to 2,400 pounds a day. 


Oral approval for the contemplated 
expansion reportedly has been granted 
by the Government of India Minister for 
Industries. 


A current World Trade Directory re 
port on the firm is available to qualified 
U. S. companies from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of For 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., for $1. 

Interested firms are invited to cor 
respond direct with Volta Insulating Co., 
Ltd., 3 Laxmi Building, Sir P. M, Road, 
Bombay 1, India. 


Burma Extends Deadline 
On Fertilizer Plant Bids 


The deadline for receipt of bids om 
a superphosphate, sulfuric acid, and 
fertilizer mixing plant, announced in 
Foreign Confmerce Weekly, January 2, 
page 10, has been extended to April 1 
by the Industrial Development Corpo 
ration, 53 Halpin Road, Rangoon. 


—— 





for 4 issues is $1 post free in the United 
States, and may be obtained by writing 
to A. J. E. Davis, Crown Agent’s Rep 
resentative, Bradford Building, 1800 K 
Street NW., Washington 6, D. C. 
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Mine Development 


Planned in Burma 


M.S. Han & Co. (Burma), Ltd., seeks 
g joint venture with U. S. mining com- 

for the development of its re- 
ported gold holdings. U, S. capital in 
the form of machinery and technical 
assistance is wanted by the Burma firm, 


The Burmese share of the equity cap- 
ital will be used for the mining property 
and other local expenses. The firm 
caims to have a prospecting license for 
the mine and has applied for a mining 
jase. Transportation is said to be satis- 
factory. The property is near a large 
city, Kalaw. The water supply is good 
and the property already has some 
stamping machines. The preliminary 
need is said to be a detailed geological 
survey by a competent U. S. expert. 

A report which describes the gold de- 
posits of the region and a map showing 
the location of the mines may be ob- 
tained for review on loan from the In- 
yestment Development Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D.C. A 
World Trade Directory report on the 
firm is available to qualified U. S. com- 
panies from BFC’s Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division for $1. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 


respond direct with M. S. Han & Co. 
(Burma), Ltd. Post Box 65, 201-215 
Sulé Pagoda Road, Rangoon, Burma, 


Philippine Distillery 
Wants U. S. Licensor 


Destileria Lim Tuaco & Co., Inc., 
distillery dealing in alcohol, wines, and 
liquors, wishes to be licensed by a U. S. 
frm to manufacture these products in 
the Philippines. The firm seeks capital 
the licensor 
give it the right to use the U. S. trade 
mames, techniques, and formulas, 

Because of import duties and restric- 
tions, the firm is particularly interested 
in developing a distillation process with 
U. S. corporations utilizing refined 
sugarcane alcohol as a base ingredient. 

Supplemental data including commer- 
tial labels used on the ferm’s products 
are available for review on loan from 
the Investment Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
3, D. C. 

A current World Trade Directory re- 
port on Destileria Lim Tuaco & Co., 
Inc,, will be prepared upon request by 
qualified U. S. companies from BFC’s 
Commercia | Intelligence Division for $1. 
Interested firms also are invited to cor- 
respond direct with Destileria Lim 
Tuaco & Co., Inc., 277 Juan Luna Street 
Manila, Philippines, 
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Traveling Cranes Wanted in India; Tank Cars 
Needed in Mozambique; Other Bids Invited 


Several foreign governments, through their authorized procurement 
agencies, are inviting tenders for a number of items of potential interest 


to U. S. suppliers. 


Bidding instructions and specifications and other pertinent data are 
available for review on loan from the Trade Development Division, 


Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U,. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Brazil 


Diesel-electric locomotives, 16; bids 
invited until March 19 by the Departa- 
mento Nacional de Estradas de Ferro, 
Sala da Diretoria, Avenida Graca 
Aranha 416, l. 0 andar, Rio de Janeiro. 
Bids must be in Portuguese or have a 
Portuguese translation.* 4 


india - 


Electric overhead traveling crane 
with a capacity of 70 tons on the main 
hook and 10 tons on the auxiliary hook 
complete with tools and spares and 
accessories, for the Neriamangalam 
hydroelectric station; bids invited until 
March 14 by the Chief Engineer, Elec- 
tricity Department, Government of 
Kerala, P. B. 65, Trivandrum-1. Tender 
forms may be obtained from _ that 
authority for 20 rupees 5 annas, or 
US4.27, including sales tax. 

Cast-iron pipes: 24,600 feet of 30- 
inch pipe, 1,800 feet of 10-inch pipe, 
and 144 feet of 5-inch pipe; specials, 
including tees, bends, reducers, tail 
pieces, collars, dummy flanges, etc., of 
various sizes, several in number; 33 air 
valves, sluice valves, and surface boxes; 
bids invited until March 20 by the 
Water Works Engineer, Water Works 
Department, Corporation. of Madras, 
Madras. Tenders and contract forms 
may be obtained from that authority 
for 13 rupees, or US$2.73,°a set. 

One 150-ton turbine room traveling 
crane, tender specification No. PE- 
SPEC-7, for the Durgapur thermal 
station; bids invited until March 14 by 
the Damodar Valley Corporation, An- 
derson House, Alipore, Calcutta 27. 
Specifications may be purchased from 
the India Supply Mission, 2536 Massa- 
chusetts Avenue NW., Washington 8, 
D. C., for $10.50 a set. 

Motor transport vehicle _ spares, 
tender No. C6-1421-1015, bid deadline 
March 14; Ford vehicle spares, tender 
No. Cy-1462, March 22; bids invited 
by—and specifications available from— 
the India Supply Mission, at the address 
given. 


Mozambique 

Tank cars for gasoline, 40; bids in- 
vited until May 16 by the Armazens 
Gerais dos Servicos dos Portos, 
Caminhos de Ferro e Transportes de 
Mocambique (Office of the General 
Storekeeper for Mozambique Harbors, 
Railways, and Transport Services), 





- Lourenco Marques, Mozambique. Bid- 


ding conditions and contract data may 
be purchased from that authority for 
20 escudos or US$0.69 each, and the 
blueprints for 300 escudos or US$10.40.* 
New Zealand 

Supply and delivery of three 31.110 
kilovolt-ampere 11/220 kilovolt trans- 
former banks and spare unit, specifica- 
tion S.H.D. 21/24/95, for Ohakuri power 
station; bids invited until May 21 by 
the Secretary, Tenders Committee, 
State Hydroelectric Department, 
Wellington.* 


Pakistan ' 
Mild steel plates, 60 tons; bid dead- 
line March 4; 48 tons mild steel plates 
and sheets, March 6; bids invited by the 
Director General of Supply and De- 
velopment, Frere Road, Karachi.* 


Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Fed. of 


Supply, delivery, and erection of di- 
rect-wire light-current control equip- 
ment, 2 electric passenger lifts, and fire- 
fighting equipment for the Kariba hy- 
droelectric scheme; bids in duplicate in- 
vited until March 7 by the Secretary, 
Federal Power Board, P. O. Box 630, 
Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, with a 
separate copy direct to the Board’s 
Consulting Electrical and Mechanical 
Engineers, Messrs. Merz & McLellan, 
Carliol House, Newcastle upon Tyne, 1, 
England.* 





New Japanese Catalog Lists 
Watch, Clock Manufacturers 


The Japan Watch and Clock Associa- 
tion has published an {illustrated 83- 
page catalog, listing its members and 
their addresses, and types of watches 
and/or clocks manufactured. The kinds 
of watches and clocks produced are ~ 
illustrated, and descriptive details and 
name of manufacturer are given. 

A free copy of the catalog may be 
obtained by writing to the Japan Watch 
and Clock Association, Nomura Build- 
ing, 2, 2-chome, Ohte-Machi, Chiyoda- 
ku, Tokyo. A loan copy of the publica- 
tion is available for review from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
23, D. C. 
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Electric Power Company _ 


To Be Set Up by Iran 


Technical assistance will be needed 
for the new Iran Electric Power Com- 
pany (IEC); its establishment has been 
approved by the High Council of the 
Plan Organization of Iran to develop 
and operate the country’s electrical 
power facilities. 

Initial capital is to be two billion rials 
—about US$26.3 million—subseribed by 
the Plan Organization, municipalities, 
and private corporations and individ- 
uals, both Iranian and foreign. 

Mr. Assidi of the High Council and 
Mr. Nayer-Nouri, head of the Plan’s 
Power Division, are drafting the char- 
ter for the IEC. The Tehran Power 
Bongah, which will also become part 
of the IEC, will contribute its power- 
plants and distribution network as part 
of its capital subscription. The Board of 
Directors will consist of a majority of 
Iranians and some foreigners, depending 
upon the capital contribution. 

The Pian Organization proposes that 
IEC obtain technical assistance by con- 
tracting the services of an outstanding 
foreign company or group of companies 
for a 10-year period. The company se- 
lected will assist by staffing key posi- 
tions with foreign technicians and train- 
ing Iranians abroad to gradually replace 
the foreigners. These experts will assist 
in drawing up specifications for required 
projects, calling for bids, and adjudicat- 
ing them. 

The organization also proposes that 
an internationally known firm of certi- 
fied public accountants be contracted to 
audit the accounts of IEC. 

Qualified U. S. firms interested in 
serving in either of these capacities may 
communicate with the Plan Organiza- 
tion, Tehran, Iran. 





Burma To Purchase Equipment 
For Handicapped Veterans 


Equipment for use in rehabilitating 
handicapped veterans of the Burmese 
Army— including printing presses and 
machines for bootmaking and plastic 
piping—is being sought by an adviser 
to the Burmese Government, Leonard 
Garland of New Zealand. 

Printing presses and type to set up a 
printing shop for all army needs are 
wanted: 2 or 3 vertical Miehle flatbed 
cylinder presses and type and 2 or 3 
platen presses and type. Bootmaking 
machinery to employ 50 to 60 men 
initially with an estimated annual out- 
put of 100,000 pairs is desired, Click- 
ing presses, stitching machines, boot- 
closing machines and lasts also are 
required. 

Equipment is wanted for making 
extruded plastic piping for construction 
purposes. Machinery to manufacture 
travel goods, including suitcases and 
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other small items of fiber board and 
possibly leather .also is sought, includ- 
ing die presses and stitching machines. 
Interested firms are invited to send 
quotations and advice to Mr. Garland, 
UNTAB, Prome Court, Rangoon. 


Collaboration Sought 
For Indian Cable Plant 


Devidayal (Sales), Ltd., Indian manu- 
facturer of copper and enameled wires, 
invites U. S. capital participation in 
the firms proposed project to manufac- 
ture various types of electric cables, 
such as vulcanized india rubber, cab 
tire sheathed lead-covered and paper- 
insulated cables. 

The firm states it is prepared to ac- 
cept collaboration on a partnership or 
royalty basis, whichever is preferable 
to the investor. The cable manufactur- 
ing industry reportedly has a good fu- 
ture in India because of the large-scale 
schemes under the 5-year plan of the 
Government of India for the generation 
of electricity. 

A copy of a letter from the firm 
indicating its general terms and condi- 
tions is available for review on loan 
from the Investment Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
the Indian firm also is available to 
qualified U. S. companies from BFC’s 
Commercial! Intelligence Division for $1. 
Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond direct with Devidayal (Sales), 
Ltd., Gupta Mills Estate, Reay Road, 
Darukhana, Bombay, India. 





Canadian Washer Firm Wants 
To Diversify Operations 


Coffield Washer Co, Ltd., manufac- 
turer and distributor of home laundry 
equipment, wishes to diversify its op- 
erations and is interested in securing 
subcontract work from U. S. companies 
wishing to have manufactured opera- 
tions performed in whole, or in part, in 
Canada. 

It is reported the company is 
equipped to carry out various machine- 
shop and sheet-metal operations, and 
has complete facilities for baked enamel 
finishing. The firm states tooling and 
tool design facilities are available as re- 
quired to service the manufacturing 
work. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
the Canadian firm may be obtained by 
qualified U. S. companies from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C.. for Si. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond, in English or French, direct with 
Mr. R. A. McKinlay, factory manager, 
Coffield Washer Co, Ltd., 77-91 Niagara 
Street, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, 








Goods Released 


A 370-page volume titled “Buy. 


Products,” has been published by 
the German-American Trade Pro. 
motion Office in New York City, 

The publication is designed spe 
cifically for use by American busi- 
nessmen dealing with German 
businessmen or in German prod- 
ucts. It includes a “Facts on 
Germany” section intended to ac. 
quaint the reader with business 
conditions in that country, an ad- 
vertiser’s handbook of selected 
publications media, radio and tele. 
vision advertising, and three di- 
rectories which list the products, 
manufacturers, and _ representa- 
tives involved in German exports 
to the United States. 

This directory may be pur. 
chased for $3.40 from the Norde- 
man Publishing Co, Ine, 14 
East 62d Street, New York 21, 
N. Y., publishers for the German- 
American Trade Promotion Office, 
Quantity discounts for bulk pur- 
chases are available. 
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Buyers’ Guide on German | 


ers’ Guide to Imported German } 








English Cotton Trade 
Guide Covers World 


Skinner's Cotton Trade Directory of 
the World, 1956-57, published by Thom- 
as Skinner & Co. (Publishers), Ltd., of 


Manchester, is an international guide 
to the world’s cotton industry, 


The 1,536-page volume lists by coun- 
try raw-cotton exporters, merchants, 
and brokers, and cotton-waste and lin- 
ters merchants; cotton-yarn and piece 
goods finishers; silk and manmade f- 
ber producers; linen, flax, and jute mer- 
chants; cotton spinners, manufacturers, 
and doublers. 

The buyers’ guide section provides 
useful alphabetical lists in 6 languages 
of about 500 fabrics covering cotton, 
silk, and manmade fibers, and linen and 
jute, with the names of manufacturers 
and merchants in the British Isles. 

About 6,000 British, 500 Canadian, 
and 2,000 U. S. items and names and ad 
dresses of manufacturers involved are 
included in the trademark section. Also 
listed are suppliers of machinery and 
accessories, 

A copy of the directory may be com 
sulted in the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash 
ington 25, D. C., or it may be purchased 
for $12 plus postage from the publisher, 
Thomas Skinner & Co., Ltd., Gresham 
House, Old Broad Street, E. C, 2, Lo® 
don, or at 111 Broadway, New York 6 
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french Producer Asks 
Working Agreement 


Establissements Lucien Rahm, French 
manufacturer, wholesaler, and retailer 
of industrial ventilating and heating 

nt, wishes to conclude a licens- 
ing or working agreement with U. S. 
manufacturers of industrial ventilating 
4 
orm is particularly interested in 
the agency for a good-quality apparatus 
or equipment not known or sold in 

France. Establissements Lucien Rahm 
also is interested in marketing in the 
United States its own line of industrial 
gir-conditioning ventilators (centrifugal 
and helicoidal types) and apparatus 
(fame exhausters, dedusters, etc.), as 
well as heaters (pulsating-air and hot- 
air stoves). 

A pamphlet—describing the products 
manufactured by the firm—containing 
price quotations, in French, is available 
for review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. Av 
World Trade Directory report on Estab- 
lissements Lucien Rahm also is avail- 
able to qualified U. S. companies from 
BFC’s Commercial Intelligence Division 
for $1. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond direct with Establissements Lu- 
cien Rahm, 69 Rue Lagrange, Bordeaux, 
Gironde, France. 


Machine-Tool and Machinery 
Catalogs Wanted in India 


The National Small Industries Corp. 
(Private), Ltd., of Calcutta, set up by 
the Indian Government to develop 
small-scale industries in that country, 
is interested in receiving catalogs from 
U. S. manufacturers of machinery and 
machine tools. 

One function of the organization is 
to supply machinery to existing fac- 
tories or to new concerns. General- 
purpose machinery for making the fol- 
lowing products is in greatest demand: 
Hardware, such as wire pins, safety 
pins, hairpins and bobby pins, cycle 
spokes, nipples, rings, hooks, clips; 
knotted, welded, and weldless chain; 
nuts and bolts; machine screws, and 
wood screws; wire nails, tacks, and 
special nails for upholstery and foot- 
wear; and shoes and leather. 

U. S. firms are invited to send cata- 
logs—in single copy—direct to K. L. 
Raha, assistant manager (H/P), Re- 
gional Cell, The National Small Indus- 
tries Corporation (Private), Ltd. 25-B 
Park Street, Calcutta 16. 





U. 8. exports of crude petroleum 
jumped to 8,332,000 barrels in Novem- 
ber 1956 from a monthly average of 
954,000 barrels in the preceding 10 
months of that year. 
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British Engineering 


Firm Seeks Licensor 


Chatwood Milner, Ltd., an aeronauti- 
cal engineering firm, is interested in a 
licensing arrangement with a U. S. firm 
for the manufacture in England of line 
production machinery and equipment. 


The company is interested particular- 
ly in any single-purpose machine which 
is fully or partly automatic, preferably 
associated with transfer mechanism for 
line production. 

Chatwood Milner reportedly has man- 
ufactured aircraft accessories, and is in 
the process of manufacturing supersonic 
wind tunnels. In this connection the 
firm is interested in special equipment 
for the production of aircraft models 
for test purposes in these wind tunnels, 
or accessories for standard milling ma- 
chines to be attached for profiling. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
Chatwood Milner, Ltd., is in prepara- 
tion and soon will be available to qual- 
ified U. S. companies from the Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., 
for $1. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond direct with Chatwood Milner, 
Ltd., Shrewsbury, Shropshire, England, 


Cement Bag Plant 
Wanted in Egypt 


One complete plant for making kraft- 
paper cement bags is wanted by the 
newly formed Government-backed Na- 
tional Company for the Production of 
Cement, S.A.E., in Cairo. 

Capacity of the plant is to be not 
less than 40,000 three-ply bags in 8 
hours. The bags are to be of the pasted- 
valve type, 50/65 centimeters, printed 
in 1 color on 1 side, and the machinery 
should be equipped for the production 
of bags up to 6-ply. 

The plant should include tubing, bag 
pasting, and paper reel-slitting ma- 
chines; a complete paste-preparation 
plant; electric crane for reel changing; 
electric motors and equipment of ample 
capacity, 50 cycles, 3 phases 220/380 
volts; and enough spare parts for 2 
years. The offer should include sending 
an expert for supervision of the plant 
erection and training of men; machin- 
ery and production guaranties; recom- 
mendations of the kind and source of 
paste to be used; drawings, illustrations, 
and data concerning machinery and 
equipment; and layout of the plant with 
dimensions. 


Interested parties should send quota- 
tions to National Company for the Pro- 
duction of Cement, 1 Soliman Pasha 
Street, Cairo, Egypt. 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following ligts have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business con- 
nections in the United States. While 
every effort is made to include only 
firms or individuals of good repute, the 
U. S. Department of Commerce cannot 
assume: responsibility for any transac- 
tions undertaken with these firms. 

World Trade Directory reports on the 
listed firms are available to qualified 
U. S. firms from BFC’s Commercial In- 
telligence Division, or through the De- 
partment of Commerce Field Offices 
(listed on p. 2), for $1 each. However, 
the usual precautiohs should be taken; 
all transactions are subject to prevail- 
ing laws and regulations in this country 
and abroad. 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, pricelists, or samples, is avail- 
able as indicated by symbol (*). Firms 
domiciled in the United States may ob- 
tain this material on loan from the 
Trade Opportunity Section, Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Agricultural Cutters 


Sweden 

REKORDVERKEN (manufacturer, 
exporter), Ottum, wishes to export 
direct or through agent hay and straw 
cutters for agricultural implements 
such as combines. Illustrated and de- 
scriptive leaflets and pricelist avail- 
able.* 


Alcoholic Beverages 


France 

Etablissements P. Gilardi & Ses Fils 
(importer, exporter, wholesaler), 8 
Place Arson, Nice, wishes to export 
direct large quantities of 12° high-qual- 
ity red, white, and pink Cotes de Prov- 
ence wine in bottles. 


Carpets and Rugs 


New Zealand 

Distinctive Productions, Ltd. (ex- 
porter), 10 Woodward St., Wellington, 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
good-quality lamb’s-wool floor rugs, 
carpets, and skins. 





Clocks and Accessories 


Germany 

Turmuhrenfabrik Bernard Vortmann 
(manufacturer, exporter), 4-6-~H1.- 
Geist-Strasse, Recklinghausen/Westf., 
wishes to export direct or through agent 
tower and other types of clocks, faces, 
chimes, and accessories. Illustrated and 
descriptive leaflets available.* 
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Clothing 
Faeroe Islands 


Oluf Hansen (manufacturer, export- 
er; also importer and commission mer- 
chant handling provisions), P. O. Box 
95, Thorshavn, wishes to export direct 
to department stores, gift shops, and 
similar firms good-quality handknitted 
Faeroe wool sweaters in various pat- 
terns for men and women, Photographs 
available.* 


Germany 

Georg Weber (manufacturer, exporter), 
Neuses bei Kronach/Ofr., wishes to ex- 
port direct leather clothing, including 
coats, jackets, vests, and Bavarian 
leather trousers. 


England 

Rankins (Glass) Co., Ltd. (importer 
of sheet glass; manufacturer, exporter 
of stained glass and lead lights, photo- 
graphic glass, plate and sheet glass, 
instrument dials, etc.), 85a Canonbury 
Road, Islington, London, N. 1, wishes 
to export direct photographic plates, 
and glass for instrument, radio, and 
dial covers. 


Industrial Equipment 


Italy 

Dr. Ing. Luigi Cerpi, Forni industriali 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 1 
Via Cesare Battisti, Turin, wishes to 
export direct patented oven for heating 
ferrous and nonferrous metals, using 
gas, coal, methane, or diesel oil. Illu- 
strated and descriptive brochure in 
Italian available.* 


Lamps 
Italy 

Lainpe di Silvio Grandoni (manufac- 
turer, exporter), 39, via Faliero Vez- 
zani, Florence, wishes to export direct 
electric table and pinup lamps and 
lamp shades. 


Nursery Stock 


France 

Roger Aurelle (grower), 10 avenue de 
la Madeleine, APT, Vaucluse, wishes to 
export direct or throught agent laven- 
der plants and cuttings, 


Pharmaceuticals 


France 

Laboratoires Roger Fosse (producer, 
wholesaler, exporter), 70 cours d’Alsace- 
et-Lorraine, Bordeaux, Gironde, wishes 
to export direct or through agent very 
good quality medicinal and pharama- 
ceutical specialties for the treatment of 
nervous and gastrointestinal disorders, 
etc., in pill, ampoule, and 6ther forms. 
Descriptive leaflets available.* 


Photographic Equipment 
France 

Stereoscopes Lestrade (manufactur- 
er, wholesale, exporter), rue des Ecoles, 
Vic-Bigorre, Hautes-Pyrenees, wishes 
to export direct or through agent good- 
quality patented 16-mm. stereoscopic 
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Tannery in Italy To Make 
Linen Pickers 


Umberto Chiorino, tanner, man- 
ufacturer, and exporter of leather 
belts, and pickers for leather in- 
dustrial articles, is interested in 
manufacturing under license in 
Italy pickers made in rubberized 
linen, resined linen, and complete 
resins. 

Mr. Chiorino also wishes to re- 
ceive offers from U. S. manufac- 
turing firms for special synthetic 
resins for the manufacture of 
pickers. 

A World Trade Directory re- 
port on Umberto Chiorino is 
available to qualified U. S. com- 
panies from the Commercial In- 
telligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., for $1. Interested firms 
are invited to correspond, in Eng- 
lish, French, or Italian, direct. 
with Umberto Chiorino, 41 Corso 
Quintino Sella, Biella, Vercelli 
Province, Italy. 











views and stereoscopes. Leaflet in 
French available.* 

L. Lestrade, owner and manager, 
plans to arrive in the United States 
vie New York March 18 and remain 


until April 5. He will attend, as an 
exhibitor, the International Photo- 
graphic Exposition to be held in Wash- 
ington, D. C., March 22-31. 


Scissors 


Germany 

Werner Peiniger (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 11 Fuerker Strasse, Solingen- 
Ohligs, wishes to export direct 600 doz. 
weekly of scissors of all kinds. Iilus- 
trated brochures available.* 


Shoes 


France 

Escats & Maffre (manfacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter of sewn, glued, 
and vulcanized de luxe and sport-model 
leather boots and shoes for boys, girls, 
women, and infants), 91 Allees Charles- 
de-Fitte, Toulouse, Haute-Garonne, 
wishes to export direct or through 
agent large quantities of good-quality 
sewn, glued, or vulcanized de luxe 
leather shoes for boys and girls; also 
sport shoes. The firm also is interested 
in ageney for southwest France for 
U. S. manufacturer of footwear of dif- 
ferent types than its own. 


Germany 
Adolf Ploeger KG. (manufacturer, 
exporter), 27 Bahnhofstrasse, Bad Sal- 


zuflen, wishes to export direct or 
through agent sandals and slippers of 
all kinds. Illustrated and descriptive 
leaflet in German available.* 


Steel Products 


Germany 

EIMEHA Eisen- und Metallhandel 
Herbert Bohschke KG. (importer ot 
rolled steel of all kinds; manufacturer 
exporter), 18/20 Herzogstrasse, Dues, 
seldorf, wishes to export direct or 
through agent 250 to 500 tons monthly 
of high-quality thin, light, heavy Baged 
plate, and ship plate. 


Toilet Goods 
Germany 

Westf. Kamm- u. Buerstenfabrik, 
Hattendorf & Held (manufacturer, ex. 
porter), 20 Weinbergstrasse, Schoet- 
mar, wishes to export, direct or through 
agent various styles of combs and hair 
ornaments; and tooth, hair, and hand 
brushes. Illustrated leaflets with price 
information available.* 


Toys 
Germany 

Gustav Reimann (manufacturer, ex 
porter), Meiersberg-Marienstrasse, Neu- 
stadt bei Coburg, wishes to export a 


rect or through regional agents oos- 
tume dolls. 


Wigs and Toupees 
France 

Fernand Hyvernat (importer of raw 
materials for own use; manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter), Saint-Benoit, Vi 
enne, wishes to. export direct or 
through agent good-quality. false hair, 
wigs, and toupees for theatrical or 
street wear for men and women; also 
mustaches. 


Wire Products 
Germany 

Gebrueder vom Braucke KG. (mani- 
facturer, exporter), 32 Hauptstrasse, 
Bredenbruch Kr. Iserlohn, wishes to ex- 
port direct ferrous galvanized and 
tinned stitching and weaving wire, 
thinner than ASWG 18. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Coffee 


Germany 

Heinrich Paas (importer of food- 
stuffs; producer of coffee, spirituous 
liquors), 97 Bruckmannstrasse, Essen, 
wishes to purchase direct instant coffee 
in 60-lb. drums. 


Foodstuffs 


British West Indies 

Ernest S. Vieira & Co., Ltd. (manu- 
facturers’ representative, general com- 
mission agent and distributor, fire and 
general insurance agent), 19/21 Chacon 
St., Port of Spain, Trinidad, wishes t 
purchase direct and seeks agency for 
the following foodstuffs: 

Ham, tinned and smoked (brine), 
bacon, sausage, canned meat (including 
corned beef), pickled pork (including 
pigs feet, tails, ribblets, and snouts); 
canned fish, including salmon whith 
has been smoked, salted, etc.; groceries, 
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- 


as. canned fruits, vegetables, and 


: fuit juices, fresh apples, grapes, po- 


tatoes, onions, D- and E-grade flour, 
cake mixes, and milk and milk prod- 


ucts. 


Germany 
Wilh. Lutter GmbH (importer, 
gholesaler of food products), 11-15 


Hammerstrasse, Duesseldorf, wishes to 
direct frozen fruit, vegetables, 

and fruit juices for deep freezers. 
Heinrich Paas (importer of food- 
stuffs; producer of coffee, spirituous 
), 97 Bruckmannstrasse, Essen, 
wishes to purchase direct all kinds of 

enned fruit and vegetables. 


Machinery 
Colombia 

Emanuel Rodriguez (manufacturers’ 
agent), Edificio Edmond Zaccour, Cali, 
wishes to purchase direct complete set 
of machinery to manufacture insulated 
cables and wire (plastic, varnish, or 
rubber insulation), etc. Quotations and 
ilustrated literature desired as soon 
as possible. 


Soudi Arabia 

The Saudi Arabian Markets (manu- 
facturer’s agent), P. O. Box 65, Jidda, 
wishes to purchase direct machinery for 
a sheet-glass factory, as well as ma- 
chinery for processing vegetable oils 
and byproducts—raw material will be 
cotton seed. 

Revised World Trade Directory re- 
port being prepared. 


Medical Equipment 
France 


La Maison du Medecin (wholesaler, 
retailer, and sales and manufacturer’s 
agent handling medical and surgical 
equipment, instruments, and appara- 
tus), 26 rue des Marchands, Toulouse, 
Haute-Garonne, wishes to purchase di- 
rect and seeks agency fom good-quality 
electrical medicosurgical equipment, ap- 
paratus, and instruments, including 
electrocardiographs, X-ray apparatus, 
and related lines. Quotations and de- 
scriptive literature desired. 


Sewing Machines 
Algeria 

Adrien Taib (importing distributor of 
sewing machines and accessories), 14 
and 34 rue de Chartres, Algiers, wish- 
es to purchase direct sewing machines. 


Textiles 
Germany 
Carl Hecking (importer of bed sateen; 
operator of cotton and staple fiber 


weaving mill), Up de Hacke, Vreden/ 
Westf., wishes to purchase direct col- 
ored-striped bed sateen. Samples of de- 
sired sateen available.* 

J. Rustemeyer, Inh. Hermann Kerl 
(importer, wholesaler, exporter), 24-26 
Kirchstrasse, Gelsenkirchen, wishes to 
Purchase direct cloth, lining material, 
and tailor’s requirements. 


February 25, 1957 


Toilet Goods 


Belgium 
Office Belge de Vulgarisation Phar- 
maceutique, S.A., OBVP (importer, 


manufacturer of pharmaceutical prod- 
ucts and equipment), 47-57 Rue Fran- 
cois Bossaerts, Brussels 3, wishes to 
purchase direct and seeks agency from 
U. S. manufacturer of toilet articles— 
rubber and metal—for pharmacies, 
household, and hardware stores, 


Yarns 


Germany 

Frey & Co. (importer, exporter, man- 
ufacturer’s agent), 54 Hofaue, Wupper- 
tal-Elberfeld, wishes to purchase direct 
worsted, carded, and mohair yarn, and 
fabrics. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Automotive Supplies 


Canada 

Rolland A. Gibson (sales and indent 
agent handling automotive, hardware, 
and electrical products), 940 Lapointe 
St., Montreal 9, seeks agency for auto- 
motive parts and accessories. 


Colombia 

Emanuel Rodriquez (manufacturers’ 
agent), Edificio Edmond Zaccour, Cali, 
seeks agency for automobile spare parts. 


Building Materials 
Costa Rica . 

Aguildr-Brenes Co.—Agencias A.B.C, 
(sales/indent agent handling leather, 
construction materials, paper), P. O. 
Box 741, San Jose, seeks agency from 





U. S. manufacturers of construction 
materials. 
Chemicals 
Germany 
Heinrich Linssen (manufacturers’ 


commission merchant), 2 Muehlenweg, 
Geldern, wishes to obtain agency from 
U. S. firms wishing to export chemicals 
used as raw and auxiliary material in 
industry. 


Electrical Supplies 


Canada 

Rolland A. Gibson (sales and indent 
agent handling automotive, hardware, 
and electrical products), 940 Lapointe 
St., Montreal 9, seeks agency for elec- 
trical household goods and appliances. 


Electronic Equipment 
Italy 

Teledine Italiana (importing distrib- 
utor; manufacturer of radio and tele- 
vision equipment), 5/a Via Vincenzo, 


Milan, seeks agency for electronic 
equipment, controls, and instruments 
for aviation and navigation. 
Feedstuffs 
Belgium Congo 

SAPCHIM (Societe Africaine de 
Produits Chimiques et Industriels) (im- 
porter, manufacturers’ agent), B. P. 
2103, Leopoldville, seeks agency for 


. 





Newspaper in Lebanon 
Needs Newsprint 


The Beirut newspaper, Al Ha- 
daf, solicits offers from U. S. ex- 
porters for 200 tons of newsprint, 
early shipment, and a prospective 
200 tons quarterly thereafter. Of- 
fers for smaller quantities will be 
considered. 

Interested suppliers are invited 
to send quotations to the follow- 
ing cable address: Journal AL 
HADAF, Beirut. 











— 


salt-lick blocks for cattle, and cattle 
feeds. Offers should be addressed to 
Mr. Bouhon, Secretary General of 
SAPCHIM, 31 rue du Marais, Brussels, 
Belgium, with copy to SAPCHIM, B. P. 
2103, Leopoldville, Belgian Congo, At- 
tention: Mr. Tomson, 


Foodstuffs 
El Salvador 


Jose Maria Caballero (manufacturers’ 
and jobbers’ agent, commission mer- 
chant), la. Calle Oriente No. 7 - Edificio 
Lutecia, San Salvador, seeks agency for 
all types of canned goods, particularly 
fish and fruits. Firm is establishing its 
own grocery store, and now. construct- 
ing a building for that purpose, 


Greece 

GEANA Trading Co. (manufacturers’ 
agent, broker), 48 Sophocleous St., 
Athens, seeks agency for frozen meat, 
boneless or whole carcass; evaporated 
milk, 7.9 fat content; and corned beef, 
in 7- to 9-oz. or 12- to 14-oz, tins, in 
carton boxes of 48 tins. 


Hardware 


Canada 

Rolland A. Gibson (sales and indent 
agent handling automotive, hardware; 
and electrical products), 940 Lapointe 
St., Montreal 9, seeks agency for tools 
and houseware in the hardware field. 


Hides and Leather 


Costa Rica ’ 

Aguilar-Brenes Co.—Agencias A.B.C. 
(sales/indent agent handling leather, 
construction materials, paper), P. O. 
Box 741, San Jose, seeks agency for 
leather from U. S. manufacturers. 


Union of South Africa 

Robert Centner (Pty.), Ltd. (wool 
broker, manufacturers’ agent), P. O. 
Box 1193, Port Elizabeth, seeks agency 
for all types of finished upper leather 
suitable for men’s and women’s shoes, 
and raw cattle hides for the manufac- 
ture of sole leather. 


Insecticides 


Belgian Congo 
SAPCHIM (Societe Africaine de 
Produits Chimiques et Industriels) (im- 
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porter, manufacturers’ agent), B. P. 
2103 Leopoldville, seeks agency for 
liquid insecticide for use in sprayers, 
17% DDT emulsion, or 15% DDT+2% 
,gamma. emulsion, or 12% DDT+5% 
gamma isomer of benzene hexachloride 
(B.H.C.). Offers should be addressed to 
Mr. Bouhon, Secretary General of 
SAPCHIM, 31 rue du Marais, Brussels, 
Belgium, with copy to SAPCHIM, B. P. 
2103, Leopoldville, Belgian Congo, At- 
tention: Mr. Tomson. 


Iron and Steel Products 
Colombia 


Emanuel Rodriquez (manufacturers’ 
agent), Edificio Edmond Zaccour, Cali, 
seeks agency for galvanized sheets. 
Pricelists.are desired as soon as pos- 
sible. 


Paper 


British West Indies 

Ernest S. Vieira & Co., Ltd. (manu- 
facturers’ representative, general com- 
mission agent and distributor, fire and 
general insurance agent), 19/21 Cha- 
con St., Port of Spain, Trinidad, seeks 
agency for kraft paper. 


Pharmaceuticals 
Belgium 

Office Belge de Vudgarisation Phar- 
maceutique, S.A. OBVP (importer, 


manufacturer of pharmaceutical prod- 
ucts and equipment), 47-57 rue Fran- 
cois Bossaerts, Brussels 3, Belgium, 
wishes to obtain an agency from U. S. 
manufacturer of pharmaceutical spe- 
cialties and articles sold in drug stores, 
including needles, syringes, ligatures, 
thermometers, all kinds of rubber and 
plastic sanitary articles, and pharma- 
ceutical dressings. 


Union of South Africa 

Robert Centner (Pty.), Ltd. (wool 
broker, manufacturers’ agent), P. O. 
Box 1193, Port Elizabeth, seeks agency 
for raw pharmaceutical drugs for the 
pharmaceutical industry, such as anti- 
biotics, sulfa drugs, and vitamins. 


Shoe Findings 


Sweden 
AB Montoil (importing distributor, 
manufacturers’ agent for chemicals, 


waxes, oils), 3-5 Skvadronstigen, Stock- 
holm O, seeks agency for cellulose ace- 
tate heel blocks for ladies’ shoes. 


Sporting Goods __ 
Union of South Africa 

G. -W. Sheahan (Pty.), Ltd. (im- 
porter and agent handling sports 
goods), P. O. Box 1171, Johannesburg, 
seeks agency for sports goods, including 


fishing tackle, and baseball and golf ° 


goods; also electric toys. 


Textiles 
Greece 

Dimitrios Fotopoulos (sales agent 
handling cotton, wool, rayon, and linen 
fabrics, yarns, threads, stockings, and 
other textiles), 43 Aghias Irinis St., 


Athens, seeks agency from U. S. man- 
ufacturers of cotton and wool fabrics, 
and textiles in general. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia 
Alex Brown, representing John’ 
Brown Industries, Ltd. (manufacturer 


of men’s knitwear and socks for men 
and boys), -Bendigo, Victoria,. is. inter- 
ested in establishing markets for Aus- 
tralian woolen sox, knitwear, and outer- 
wear for men; also interested in U. S. 
methods of production, and obtaining 
technical information. Scheduled to ar- 
rive March 3, via New York, for a 2- 
week visit. 

U.S. address: c/o Australian Trade 
Commissioners, 26 O'Farrell St., San 
Francisco, Calif.; and 630 Fifth Ave., 
New York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, 
Philadelphia, Los Angeles, and San 
Francisco. 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 

G. H. Butler, representing Rota Cota 
Pty., Ltd. (manufacturer of paint rol- 
lers), 365 Victoria Road, Gladesville, 
Sydney, N.S.W., is interested in obtain- 
ing technical information § regarding 
the manufacture of paint rollers. Sched- 
uled to arrive March 1, via New York, 
for a 43-week visit. U. S. address: c/o 
Amos Peasley, Clarkesboro, N. J. Itin- 
erary not given. 

Claude Leopold Norton, representing 
Ampol Petroleum, Ltd., 340 Flinders 
St., Melbourne, Victoria, is interested 
in obtaining technical information re- 
garding marketing of petroleum. Was 
scheduled to arrive February 3, via San 
Francisco, for a 3-month visit. U. S. 
address not given. Itinerary: San 
Francisco, Denver, New York, and New 
Orleans. 

Percy Mothersill Nutbean, and Her- 
bert Sydney Garrett, representing An- 
ode Latex Co. Pty., Ltd. (manufactur- 
er of latex rubber goods, including mat- 
tresses, pillows, cushioning, latex dipped 
goods), Charles St., North Coburg, Vic- 
toria, are interested in obtaining tech- 
nical information regarding processes 
and production methods relevant to 
latex rubber goods. Were scheduled to 
arrive January 31, via San Francisco, 
for a 2-month visit. 

U. S. address: c/o American Express 
Co., Los Angeles, New York, and Cleve- 
land. Itinerary: San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, Akron, Buffalo, New York, and 
Washington. 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 


Belgium 

Mrs. Paul Van der Hofstadt-Storie, 
representing Belgian Lace Center (man- 
ufacturer, wholesaler, exporter of hand- 
made laces), 2 Steenhouwersdijk, 






a 


Bruges, in the United States until 
latter part of May, is interested jn 


moting the Belgian lace industry: 
U. S. address: c/o Belgium 
3330 Garfield St. NW., Washington 


D. C. Itinerary: Dallas; New rleang: 
Atlanta; Charleston, S. C:; ‘a 
Knoxville; New York; Baltimore; Phil. 
adelphia; Washington; Burlin g ton, 
N. J:; and Boston. (See item dnder 
Import Opportunities, Foréign Com- 
merce Weekly, Dec. 24; 1956, p. 4.) 


Brazil 


Edgard Dantas Bacellar § 
representing Confeccoes Tupan, Ltda. 
(manufacturer, wholesaler of men’g*yp. 
derwear, shirts, and pajamas), 22 Rua 
Flavia Farnese, 2’ Andar, Rio de Ja. 
neiro, is interested in visiting mig. 
facturers of ready-made clothing, andj 
obtaining technical information ag t 
production methods. Was scheduled to 
arrive February 9, via New York, for 
a month’s visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Department of 
Commerce, 4th Floor, 110 E. 45th St, 
New York 17, N. Y. Itinerary: New 
York, Washington, and Miami. 

Chile 

Gonzalo Perez Concha, representing 
Pinturas Tajamar, Ltda. (importer of 
raw materials for the manufacture of 
paints, varnishes, solvents, lacquers, 
and related products; wholesaler, man- 
ufacturer), Transversal 5490, Log Cer- 
rillos, Santiago, is interested in visit 
ing paint factories. Was scheduled to 
arrive February 14, via Miami, for 4 
month's visit. 

U. S. address: Chilean Line, 29 Broad. 
way, New York, N. Y. Itinerary: Mi 
ami, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Chicago, 
New York, Wilmington, and Washing. 
ton. 


Germany 

Dr.-Ing. Wilhelm Fries, representing 
Ruhrkohlen-Beratung GmbH, 4 Frau 
Berta-Krupp-Strasse, Essen, is inter 
ested in visiting U. 8S. manufactures of 
stoves, cookers, and boilers, and ob 
ing technical information r 
pneumatic ash removal, and inspection 
of automatic heating installations in 
dwelling houses. Was scheduled te ar 
rive February 22, via Chicago, for & 
visit until March 2. 

U. S. address: c/o Ambassador Hotel, 
3400 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif, 
and Hotel Biltmore, Madison Ave, and 
43d St., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
Los Angeles, Chicago, Pittsburgh, and 
New York. 

Fritz Sinn, representing Sinn & @ 
(retailer of textiles), 28 Neusserstrasse, 
Krefeld, is interested in visiting textile 
manufacturers and exporters, and ob 
taining technical information 
ing to the possibility of pu 
textile articles in the United States 
Scheduled to arrive March 3, via Sa 
Francisco, for a 5-week visit. 

U. S. address: c/o St. Moritz Hotel 
50 Central Park South, New Yor 
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N.Y. Itinerary: San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, and New Orleans, 


Gershon Reich, managing director of 
-Israeli Gas Corp. Ltd. (im- 


porter, retailer, jobber of LPG (butane 


e gas), appliances, and 

t), 34 Achad Haam St., Tel 

aviv, is interested in purchasing new 

equipment for storage, filling, and bulk 

mn of LPG. Scheduled to 

the latter part of February or 

early March, via New York, for a visit 
of 3 to 4 weeks. 

U. S. address: c/o American-Israeli 
Gas Corp., 55 West 42d St., New York, 
N. ¥. Itinerary: New York, Chicago, 
and Houston. 

Ephraim Rubinstein, owner of the 
Vacuum Compressors Factory, 55 Eilat 
St, Tel Aviv, is interested in purchas- 
ing machinery and equipment for manu- 
facture of compressors for commercial 
refrigeration equipment, and obtaining 
technical information regarding produc- 
tion. Was scheduled to arrive the mid- 
de part of February, via New York, 
for a 2-month visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Mr. Simon Neu- 
wirth, 247 Wadsworth Ave., New York, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York. 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 


ot Tamaki, president, Sanyo Trad- 
ing Co., Ltd. (importer, exporter), 23 
Sakaemachi-dori 4-chome, Ikuta Ku, 
Kobe, is interested in importing to 
Japan feedstuffs and industrial chem- 
eals, Was scheduled to arrive Febru- 
ary 11, via Seattle, for a 2-month visit. 

U. S. address: c/o Sanyo Trading Co., 
Room 2711 and 27D, Singer Bldg,, 149 
Broadway, New York 6, N. Y. Itinerary: 
Seattle, San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
Chicago, New York, and Philadelphia. 


Netherlands 

Paul Catz, editor of “De Zaken- 
wereld” (business weekly), 241 Oude 
Zijds Voorburgwal, Amsterdam, is in- 
terested in meeting government and 
private-organization officials engaged 
in promotion of Benelux-American 
trade. Scheduled to arrive March 3, 
via New York, for a month’s visit. 

U.S. address: McGraw-Hill, 330 West 
424 St. New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
New York; Washington; Wilmington, 
Del; Philadelphia; and Detroit. 


Sweden 


Hugo Goran Jansson, representing 
John Johannson (importer, wholesaler, 
exporter of smoking pipes, cigarette 
cases, cigarette holders, etc.), 6 Sven- 
torpsliden, Goteborg S, is interested in 
the export business in smoking pipes, 
Cigarette cases, cigarette holders, and 
similar merchandise. Scheduled to ar- 
Tive March 2, via New York, for a 
2-month visit. 

U. S. address: Howard Hartry, 200 
Eighth St., San Pedro, Calif. Itinerary: 
New York; San Pedro, Calif.; Los 
Angeles; and New York. 
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NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the follow- 
ing new trade lists of which mim- 


eo hed copies may be ob- 
tain by firms domiciled in the 
United States from this Division 


and from Department of Com- 
merce Field O The price is 
$2 a list for each country. 

Most of these lists are prefaced 
by a brief review of. basic trade 
and industry data collected in 
making the compilations. 


Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Equipment Importers and Dealers— 
Haiti. January 1957. 

Aircraft and Aeronautical Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Sweden. Janu- 
ary 1957. 

Alcoholic Beverage Importers 
Dealers—Morocco, January 1957. 

Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Sweden. Janu- 
ary 1957. 

Baby Chick Importers and Dealers— 
Venezuela. January 1957. 

Book, Magazine, and Periodical Im- 
porters and Dealers—Brazil. January 
1957. 

Book, Magazine, and Periodical Im- 
porters and Dealers—Ceylon, January 
1957. 

Business Firms—Aden Colony and 
Protectorate and Kingdom of Yemen. 
February 1957. 

Chemical Importers 
Bolivia. January 1957. 

Chemical Importers 
Denmark. January 1957. 

Chemical Importers and 
Italy. January 1957. 

Chemical Importers and 
Netherlands, January 1957. 


and 


and Dealers— 


and Dealers— 
Dealers— 


Dealers— 


Curio, Novelty, and Handicraft Manu-~ 
facturers and Exporters—Austria. Janu- 
ary 1957. 

Dry Goods and Clothing Importers 
and Dealers—Western Germany and 
Berlin. January 1957. 

Feedstuff Importers, Dealers, Manu- 
facturers, and “Exporters—Turkey. Jan- 
uary 1957, 

Furniture Importers and Dealers— 
Ireland, February 1957. 

Glass and Glassware Importers and 
Dealers—Morocco, January 1957, 

Hardware Importers and Dealers— 
Norway. January 1957. 

Hide, Skin, and Fur Importers, Deal- 
ers, and Exporters—Portugal, January 
1957. . 

Machinery Importers and Distribu- 
tors—Japan, January 1957. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation 
Importers and Dealers—Israel, January 
1957, 

Metalworking Plants 
Argentina. January 1957. 


and Shops— 





New Research... 
(Continued from page 4) 

lems; demand for and supply of differ- 
ent sources of commercial energy in 
India; development of export possibili- 
ties for nontraditional export products; 
marketing research to aid small indus- 
tries; demand forecasts; study of taxa- 
tion in India and in the capital export- 
ing countries affecting foreign invest- 
ments in India; and survey of the 
handloom industry in Karnataka. 

The director-general of the Council is 
Dr. P. S. Lokanathan; its president is 
Dr. John Matthai, The Council will sup- 
plement its small working staff by se- 
curing services of foreign experts from 
organizations in the United States and 
Europe.—U, S. Embassy, New Delhi. 





a BFC handbook 
for Investors and traders 


investment in 


the PHILIPPINES 


covering the investment climate in the Philippines . . . fields of 
investment . . . agriculture ... forestry and fishing .. . mining 
» - « manufacturing and power ... transportation and communi- 
cations ... labor ... finance ... foreign trade , . . taxation 


.»- business laws 


Sold by U. $. Department of Commerce Field Offices, and by the 
Superintendent of Documents, U. S$. Government Printing Office, Wash- 


Ington 25, D. C, 


$1 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 








12 Nations Exhibit Textiles in Italy 


About 260 Italian manufacturers and 120 foreign firms from 12 
nations participated in the Sixth International Cotton, Artificial and 
Synthetic Fibers, Chemistry and Textile Machinery Exposition held at 
Busto Arsizio, Italy, September 22-October 7. 

Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Hungary, the Netherlands, 


Nigeria, Portugal, Sweden, Switzerland, 
the United Kingdom, and the United 
States made up the 12 nations. Products 
of 13 American firms were among those 
exhibited. 


The exhibition attracted approximate- 
ly 190,000 visitors, according to official 
estimates, including trade delegations 
from the Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia, 
Poland, and Thailand, and groups of 
businessmen from South America, South 
Africa, India, the Near East and numer- 
ous European countries. 


As in the past, the fair was divided 
into three principal commercial sections 
—textile machinery; cotton, artificial 
and synthetic fiber manufacturers; and 
textile chemistry. The machinery ex- 
hibit~was particularly impressive and 
grouped together some of the latest 
examples of textiles machinery pro- 
duced by the participating countries. 
A good selection of spinning spindles, 
automatic looms, meters, and other 
apparatus utilized by the textile indus- 
try was shown, including products of 
American, German, Swiss, and Hun- 
garian manufacture. 


Artificial and synthetic fiber exhibits 
included the new polyamidic fibers pro- 
duced in Italy under such trade styles 
as Ortalion, Helion, Delfion, and Movil. 
Cotton manufactures ranging from 
yarns to printed fabrics, gray cloth, 
and the fanciest high fashion fabrics, 
weaves, and prints also were featured. 


The textile chemistry section, which 
was small compared with the other 
two, contained displays of chemical 
products used by the textile industry, 
with emphasis on dyes. 


The town of Busto Arsizio, together 
with the adjacent area, represents a 
highly developed industrial textile cen- 
ter of about 50,000 inhabitants. Busto 
Arsizio, located about 18 miles north- 
west of Milan and roughly the same 
distance south of Como and Varese, is 
an excellent location for a textile exhi- 
bition. The International Cotton, Arti- 
ficial and Synthetic Fibers, Chemistry 
and Textile Machinery Exposition has 
been staged there each year since 1951 
under auspices of the Manufacturers’ 
Association of Busto Arsizio (Unione 
Bustese Degli Industriali). 


Copies of the official catalog of the 
Sixth Busto Arsizio Exposition are 
available on loan from the Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 
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Marketing Conference 
Planned in Seattle 


The 1957 International Marketing 
Conference, sponsored by the University 
of Washington and International Trade 
Fair, Inc., is scheduled to be held on the 
University of Washington Campus, Seat- 
tle, Wash., May 8-15. 

The purpose of the fourth annual 
conference is to assist foreign govern- 
ments and businessmen to understand 
better the American market for con- 
sumer goods. Discussions will concern 
two broad areas: The American market 
organization and data and marketing 
techniques, methods, and procedures. 

Businessmen and Government repre- 
sentatives interested in trade, industry, 
and education are invited to attend the 
1957 conference. Delegates- will be 
guests at the Washington State Sixth 
International Trade Fair, May 17-26, 
announced in Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, August 27, 1956, page 6. 

Those wishing to attend or desiring 
further information are invited to com- 
municate with Professor Charles J. Mil- 
ler, Director, Fourth Washington State 
International Marketing Conference, 
University of Washington, Seattle 5, 
Wash. 





Exhibition Space Available 
At British Plastics Fair 


A limited amount of floor space still 
is available to firms which wish to par- 
ticipate in the International British 
Plastics Exhibition, to be staged at the 
Grand and National Halls, Olympia, 
London, July 10-20, the management 
reports. 


American firms interested in exhibit- 
ing are urged to apply as soon as pos- 
sible to Mr. John L. Wood, Inter- 
national British Plastics Exhibition, 
Dorset House, Stamford Street, London 
S.E.1., England. 

Exhibitors from eight countries— 
France, Western Germany, Great 
Britain, Italy, the Netherlands, Sweden, 
Switzerland, and the United States— 
already have reserved display space, 

The exhibition, a biennial event first 
staged in 1951, is sponsored by “British 
Plastics Journal” in cooperation with 
the British Plastics Federation. 


Nuclear Equipment ToBe 
Feature of Atomic Show 


The 1957 International Atomie Ry. 
position, planned concurrently and as 
part of the 1957 Nuclear Congress at 
Philadelphia’s Convention Hall, March 
11-15, will include exhibits from 
segment of business, industry, and Goy. 
ernment in the field of nuclear energy. 

The exposition is being sponsored by 
the American Institute of Chemical 
Engineers in cooperation with four 
other engineering societies. 

Three .other major events, in addi- 
tion to the exposition, which will make 
up the 1957 Nuclear Congress are: 

@ Second Nuclear Engineering and 
Science Congress, March 11-14, spon- 
sored by Engineers Joint Council; ap. 
proximately 150 technical papers will 
be presented. 


@ Fifth Atomic Energy in Industry 
Conference, March 14-15, sponsored by 
National Industrial Conference Board; 
consists of management level meetings. 

@ Fifth Hot Laboratories and Equip 
ment Conference, March 14-15, spon- 
sored by National Industrial Conference 
Board; concerns construction and man- 
agement of laboratories for atomic re 
search. 


One of the highlights of the show 
will be a working nuclear reactor. Non- 
technical exhibits of special interest to 
the public have been prepared by the 
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission, uni- 
versities, Department of Commerce, and 
various independent research organiza- 
tions. 

The exposition will be open to busi- 
ness, industry, and the public from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. A registration fee of 
$2 allows unlimited visits to the 5-day 
exposttion. 

Those desiring additional information 
are invited to communicate with the In- 
ternational Atomic Exposition, 118 


South 17th Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 








ah 
British Textiles To Be 
Exhibited in March 


The British Textile Show, offi- 
dally sponsored by six national 
trade associations, will be held at 
Barls Court, London, March 4-9. 

The show will comprise four 
separate exhibitions: National 
Men’s and Boys’ Trade Fair, Brit- 








jsh Cloth Fair, National House- 
hold Textiles and Soft Furnishings 
Fair, and National Carpet and 
Floorcoverings Trade Fair. Prod- 
ucts of more than 500 manufac- 
turers, a cross section of the 
Jatest in British textiles, will be 
displayed. 

American businessmen wishing 
to attend the British Textile Show 
may ‘obtain complimentary trade 
admission tickets from the Ad- 
ministration Offices, British Tex- 
tile Trade Fairs, Drury House, 
Russell Street, London W. C, 2, 
England. 











Miami To Stage Automotive 
Exposition Late in April 


The International Automotive Expo- 
sition, sponsored by Southeast Automo- 
tive Show, Inc., is scheduled at Miami, 
Fla, April 25-27. 

The exposition, to be held in conjunc- 
tion with the 1957 national convention 
od the Motor and Equipment Whole- 
silers Association, will feature new 
products, improved items and, in some 
instances, entirely new lines of auto- 
motive parts, accessories, supplies, and 
shop equipment. 

Special efforts are being made to en- 
rage attendance of importers and 
dealers from Latin American countries. 
latin American Day will be observed 
at the exposition on April 26. 

Inquiries may be directed to the 
International Automotive Exposition, 
1430 West Peachtree Street NW., Suite 
2, Atlanta, Ga. 


French Art Industry To Hold 
Workshop Display in March 


The 14th Commercial and Profes- 
sional Exhibition of Art Workshops 
will be staged at the Center Marcelin- 
Berthelot on the rue Saint Dominique, 
Paris, March 9-18. 

The exhibition will feature select ar- 
ticles of art, giftware, and decorative 
pieces representing the creative talents 
ofall segments of the French art in- 
dustry. Admittance will be limited to 
dealers and commercial agents who can 
Present proper commercial credentials. 

Interested persons may communicate 
With Chambre Syndicale des Ceramis- 
ts @Art de France, 13, rue des Pe- 
tites Ecuries, Paris X, France. 
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Swedish World Industries Fair To Include 
National Exhibits of Netherlands, Poland 


The Netherlands and Poland will sponsor collective national ex- 
hibits at the 40th Swedish Industries Fair International, to be held at 
Goteborg, May 18-26, the U. S. Consulate General reports. 

Italy and Rumania have not yet reached a decision, but it is pos- 
sible that these Governments also will participate with collective 


displays. In addition, eight nations— 
Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, 
Iceland, Norway, Switzerland, and 


Western Germany—will establish infor- 
mation offices at the fair. 


The Grand Fair Building, a new and 
modern air-conditioned structure equip- 
ped with escalators, large freight 
elevators, restaurant and conference 
rooms, will be available to exhibitors. 
It will increase covered facilities of the 
fair by about 11,960 square yards. 

The rate for indoor space has been 
established at 60 Swedish crowns a 
square meter; gallery space, 40 crowns 
a square meter; and outdoor exhibit 
space, 20 crowns a square meter (1 
crown =US$0.193). Electric light and 
power—1 and 3 phase, 220/380 volts 
a.c., 50 cycles—water, gas, and tele- 
phone services are available. 


Applications for space or requests for 
additional details may be directed to 
Svenska Massan, Goteborg, Sweden. 


At the past year’s Swedish Industries 
Fair, 963 exhibitors occupied some 35,- 
000 square meters of display space. Of 
these, 330 represented 21 different coun- 
tries, establishing a record for foreign 
participation in the fair. Western Ger- 


many was represented by 100 exhibit- ~ 


ors, the largest foreign country partici- 
pation, followed by the United States, 
which had 62 firms participate. 


Commodities on display at the fair 


British To Show Scientific 


Instruments and Equipment 

An exhibition of Scientific Instru- 
ments and Apparatus, sponsored by the 
British Physical Society, will be staged 
at the exhibition halls of the Royal 
Horticultural Society, Westminister, 
London, March 25-28. 


Exhibits will emphasize new develop- 
ments in scientific instruments and 
equipment and their application in the 
more advanced techniques and proc- 
esses, 


An_ exhibition catalog, identifying 
participating exhibitors and containing 
descriptions of products exhibited, will 
be published and may be obtained from 
the Physical Society for $1. 


Requests for additional information 
or for admission tickets, which are 
available free of charge, may be di- 
rected to the British Physical Society, 1 
Lowther Gardens, Prince Consort Road, 
London S.W.7., England. 








ranged from accounting machines to 
Venetian blinds and awnings. A few of 
the many items that appeared to enjoy 
special visitor interest were a radio- 
controlled aerial cable car, ladies’ stock- 
ing vending machines, a plastic automo- 
bile chassis, and a sleek sailboat. Al- 
though no information regarding the 
volume of business transacted was made 
available, exhibitors for the most part 
were reported to be satisfied with the 
commercial and sales activity, 


Germany Holds Sales, 
Fashion Week Early 


The 3ist Sales and Fashion Week 
sponsored by the West German Ladies’ 
Outer Garments Exhibitors’ Associa- 
tion (IGEDO) was held at the Dues- 
seldorf fairgrounds November 22-27. 


Contrary to the former practice of 
showing spring and summer clothing in 
January, the exhibition was staged in 
November to allow producers more time 
to fill orders and to bring their sched- 
ules in line with the more universal 
practice of displaying spring and sum- 
mer fashions in late fall. 

More than 950 German and foreign 
firms, the highest number of exhibitors 
ever recorded at this event, participated 
with exhibits of garments made from 
pure wool, jersey, silk, cotton, linen, 
and chemical fibers. The major gar- 
ment lines, including coats, suits, 
dresses, blouses, and skirts, were sup- 
plemented by knitted goods, leather 
and sports wear, native costumes, furs, 
and accessories, 

Business at the show was reportedly 
good. Retailers continued to concen- 
trate their purchases primarily on high- 
quality clothing. Although suits of 
worsted yarn attracted greatest in- 
terest, cotton dresses continued to be 
popular items of purchase. 


Attendance at the IGEDO event 
totaled some 20,000 from Western Ger- 
many and abroad, approximately the 
same figure recorded at the January 
1956 show. 

The next Sales and Fashion Week is 
scheduled for Duesseldorf, March 24-27. 

Copies of the official IGEDO catalog 
are available on loan from the Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 
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Argentine Power Project Authorized (il Pollution of Seas 


An electric-power and waterworks construction program totaling 
3,940 million pesos has been authorized for immediate execution by the 
‘Argentine Provisional Government (18 pesos—US$1 at official ex- 


change rate). 


The program, authorized by a decree of January 16, entails the in- 


stallation of 385,400 kilowatts of new 
hydroelectric capacity and 433,000 kilo- 
watts of new thermal capacity. The 
separate projects are relatively small, 
the largest a 115,000-kilowatt hydro 
plant and most of the others of 25,000 
kilowatts or less. 

The waterworks, which will constitute 
approximately 26 percent of the pro- 
gram’s total cost, are to provide irriga- 
tion for 300,000 hectares, or roughly 
750,000 acres, of farmland. All of the 
power and irrigation projects are out- 
side Buenos Aires. 

Agua y Energia Electrica, the State 
agency appointed to handle the pro- 
gram, is authorized but not enjoined to 
seek credit offers from equipment sup- 
pliers for the foreign exchange part of 
the construction costs, which are cal- 
culated at US$101.5 million. 

The proposed method of financing re- 
sembles the Government’s plan, an- 
nounced last October, for erecting a 
600,000-kilowatt power plant in Buenos 
Aires. The original call for bids on that 
plant stipulated that suppliers should 
finance both the peso and foreign-ex- 
change costs of the 2,200-million peso, 
or US$122-million project, but condi- 
tions were later modified to permit 
credit offers for only the foreign ex- 
change part of the costs. 


North German Lloyd Reopens 
U.S. West Coast Service 


A trim new West German merchant 
ship docked at San Francisco’s pier 26 
on February 11 to herald the centen- 
nial anniversary of its parent line 
North German Lloyd, which was 
founded at its home port of Bremen 
100 years ago this month. 

The MS. Bodenstein, a motorship of 
8,180 deadweight tons and 17'2-knot 
speed, arrived on its maiden San Fran- 
cisco call as the first of a fleet of.new 
merchant vessels which North German 
Lloyd is assigning permanently to its 
West coast service. 

The line has been calling at Califor- 
nia ports for over 25 years, except dur- 
ing World War II, when its fleet was 
reduced to a single vessel. 

Through its Pacific coast agents, Bal- 
four, Guthrie, and Co., Ltd., the steam- 
ship line presently operates a regular 
service with several vessels between the 
West Coast and Northern Europe. 

Import-export exchanges between San 
Francisco and Northern Europe have 
rated among the port’s fastest growing 
trades in the past 3 years. 
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Execution of the new construction 
program, as well as of the proposed 
Buenos Aires power plant, apparently 
will depend largely on availability of 
foreign credits. 

Estimated peso costs of the new pro- 
gram, totaling 3.94 billion, will be dis- 
tributed as follows: For hydro power, 
1.440 billion; thermal power, 1.230 bil- 
lion; transmission lines, 250 million; 
and for water control, 790 million; ir- 
rigation, 230 million. The estimated 
costs for the power projects cover only 
generation. Distribution costs are in ad- 
dition and reportedly will be met from 
Agua y Energia Electrica’s regular 
budgets.—U. S. Embassy, Buenos Aires. 





Power Capacity To Be 
Expanded in Delhi 


The Delhi State Electricity Board has 
drawn up plans, approved by the Gov- 
ernment of India, designed to increase 
the power-generating capacity in Delhi 
by about 53,000 kilowatts to meet fu- 
ture demands. 


A long-term plan provides for installa- 
tion of a 30,000-kilowatt thermal plant 
in the second plan period at an esti- 
mated cost of about 30 million rupees 
or US$6.3 million. The project will be 
designed in such a manner as to provide 
for further expansion. Such expansion 
will be considered later when the 
Bhakra-Nangal project is completed. 
Tenders for the plant are expected to 
be invited by the end of the month. 


Under an associated short-term pro- 
gram three diesel plants, with a total 
generating capacity of 20,000 kilowatts, 
are to be established at a cost of 10.7 
million rupees, or US$2.2 million. The 
first unit of 6,000 kilowatts is expected 
to be completed by June and the second, 
of the same capacity, by October. The 
third unit of 8,000 kilowatts will begin 
operations by mid-1958. Orders for the 
plant already have been placed. A small 
3,000-kilowatt thermal station already 
is under construction at Chandrawal, a 
suburb of Delhi. 

The expanding demand for electricity 
in Delhi originally was expected to be 
met by the Bhakra-Nangal hydroelec- 
tric project in Punjab. The Punjab gov- 
ernment has now informed the Board of 
its inability to supply more than 40,000 
kilowatts in view of the increasing de- 
mand for power in that region.—U. S. 
Embassy, New Delhi. 


Committee Convenes 


The U. S. National Committee fos 
Prevention of Pollution of the Seas by 
Oil, held its second meeting on Febru- 
ary 8 at the Department of State, 

Business included installation of Vics 
Admiral Alfred C. Richmond as. the 
Committee chairman and delegation to 
the Coast Guard of the res 
of a technical evaluation of the Inter. 
national] Convention for Prevention of 
Pollution of the Sea by Oil, 1954, to 
facilitate the Committee’s study of that 
Convention. 


Other matters relating to the Com- 
mittee’s terms of reference and future 
plans were discussed. 

The National Committee was estab- 
lished in compliance with the Interna. 
tional Conference’s recommendation 
that such committees be established in 
each country to study and propose 
remedies for this longstanding interna- 
tional problem. 


Consisting of governmental agency 
representatives, the committee js 
charged with the _ responsibility of 
studying and reviewing the oil pollu: 
tion problem as it affects the United 
States. It plans and disseminates pro- 
posals designed to alleviate the prob- 
lem, including research and educational 
measures, means of international co- 
operation, and a study of technical 
problems. Its various departments, how- 
ever, are represented in more than one 
capacity and also may reflect the views 
of various nongovernmental interests 
and organizations concerned with oil 
pollution-problems. 

Represented at the meeting were the 
U. S. Departments of Commerce, De 
fense, Interior, State, and Treasury. 


Freight Rates Raised on 
European-Indian Routes 


Karmahom Liners Conference in 
Bombay, whose members operate regu- 
lar cargo services on the India-U. K- 
Continental routes, announced on Janu» 
ary 29 that the existing 15-percent sul 
charge was to be raised to 17% pet 
cent effective February 1. 

Existing freight rates will be im 
creased by 10 percent effective March 
15. 

Both the surcharge and the freight 
rate increase will be applicable to ship- 
ments out of all Indian and Pakistani 
loading ports, as well as outward from 
the United Kingdom and the Continent 

The reason for the increases is the 
continuing increase in operating costs, 
including higher prices for fuel oil— 
U. S. Consulate, Bombay. 
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TRANSPORT AND 
TRAVEL NOTES 











——— eS 
Royal-Netherlands Steamship Co; has 

a further expansion of its 
services from Gulf ports. 

Weekly direct sailings, which began 
early in February, are scheduled from 
Houston, Mobile, and New Orleans to 
Maracaibo and Curacao, Separate week- 
ly sailings are offered from the same 
jading ports to La Guaira, Puerto 
Cabello, Guanta, and Trinidad. 


An expaned service was made neces- 
sary because of the increasing demand 
for shipping space, according to Funch, 
Edye, and Co., Inc., New York agents 
for the line, and the Strachan Shipping 
Co., Gulf ports agents. 





Marking the inauguration of Grace 
Line’s $286-million fleet-replacement 

the keel for the new luxury 
liner Santa Rosa was laid at the yards 
of the Newport News Shipbuilding & 
Dry Dock Co. on January 15. 

The program is the result of an 
agreement signed in January 1956 be- 
tween the company and the Maritime 
Administration. It will cost more than 
twice expenditures made for similar 
purposes by Grace Line and its pre- 
decessors since inception of their steam- 
ship services early in 1890. 





The new Gripsholm of the Swedish- 
American Line is rapidly nearing com- 
pletion at the Ansaldo shipyard in 
Genoa 


The ship is scheduled to leave Gote- 
borg on May 14 on her maiden trip 
across the Atlantic via Copenhagen and 
Halifax and will reach New York on 
May 23. 

When the Gripsholm has been put 
into service the Stockholm of the Swed- 
ish-American Line will be based in 
Copenhagen. The vessel will continue 
to call at Goteborg to embark and dis- 
embark passengers, but her port be- 
tween voyages will be Copenhagen, On 
some of the westbound trips the Stock- 
holm will also call at Aarhus in Den- 
mark, 

The number of Danish crew members 
will be gradually increased.—U, S. Con- 
sulate General, Goteborg. 

The Dutch-owned Royal Interocean 
Lines was expected toward the latter 
part of February to establish a regular 
shipping link between New Zealand, 
Indonesia, and Malaya. 

Two vessels, both equipped for re- 
frigerated cargo, will be placed in the 
service and will call at Auckland, Well- 
ing, two South Island ports, Sydney, 
Java, Singapore, and Malaya. The ves- 
sels, which will be running on a fixed 
@, are equipped with improved 

(Continued on page 26) 
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Regional Telecommunications System for 
Thailand, Viet-Nam, and Laos Planned . 


Engineering services for the proposed development of a modern 
telecommunications system in Thailand, Viet-Nam, and Laos are to 
be provided by Hycon-Page, Cambridge, Mass., in accordance with its 
contract signed with the International Cooperation Administration. 

Hycon-Page is an organization drawn from the firms of Hycon 


Eastern, Inc., Cambridge, Mass., and 
Page Communications Engineers, Inc., 
Washington, D. C. 


Hycon-Page will send 25 or more ex- 
perienced engineers and technicians to 
Thailand, Viet-Nam, and Laos to study 
the economic aspects of a regional tele- 
communications network and draw up 
complete plans, designs, and specifica- 
tions for a system capable of providing 
rapid service for commercial, govern- 
mental, and military needs. The com- 
pany expects to have engineers in the 
three countries within 30 days. 

The absence of effective communica- 
tions has handicapped trade and eco- 
nomic development within Thailand, 
Viet-Nam, and Laos and in the region 
as a whole. 

A modern network would link all im- 
portant cities within the three coun- 
tries and extend into rural areas and 
could be tied up with such trade cen- 
ters as Singapore, Manila, Djakarta, 
Rangoon, and Calcutta. 

Besides providing intercity and inter- 
national telephone and radio communi- 
cations, the system will be designed to 
permit telegraph and teletype service, 
meteorological information, and trans- 
portation communications for rail, high- 
way, aircraft, inland waterways, and 
coastal navigation. 

Within each country it also would 
provide rapid communication facilities 
for governmental services, including 
police, air, ground, and naval, and 
thereby strengthen the internal se- 
curity. 

Increased employment opportunities 





Trans Canada Pipeline 
Project Approved 


‘Trans Canada Pipelines Ltd., 
on January 31 received a con- 
struction permit from the Cana- 
dian Board of Transport Commis- 
sioners authorizing construction 
and operation of a 2,200-mile nat- 
ural gas pipeline from the Alberta 
border as far east as Montreal. 

Deadline for completion of the 
project is December 31, 1958. 

The Board issued the permit 
after a hearing on that date in 
which Trans Canada representa- 
tives gave evidence on arrange- 
ments made by the. company for 
financing the project.—U. S. Con- 
sulate General, Toronto. 














would be provided by the facilities, and 
the revenue-producing subscriptions to 
the various commercial services would 
bring increased vigor and progress to 
commercial activity. 

Hycon-Page expects to utilize mem- 
bers of its staff who have had wide 
experience in telecommunications proj- 
ects in Europe, Asia; and Africa. They 
will include qualified electronic, tele- 
phone, power, mechanical, and civil en- 
gineers, economists, statisticians, and 
supervisory personnel. 

The scope of work is to include ad- 
visory services to the Governments in 
such matters as rate structures, regu- 
latory laws and international agree- 
ments, and reorientation of the man- 
agement structure to meet the needs 
of the expanded system. 

The contract also calls for the estab- 
lishment and operation of training pro- 
grams for the local management and 
operating and maintenance personnel in 
the three countries. 

Costs. of the engineering services 
contract, eStimated at about $1.85 mil- 
lion, will be financed from the Presi- 
dent’s Fund for Asian Economie De- 
velopment. This is a $100 million fund 
available to assist development proj- 
ects benefiting two or more Asian coun- 
tries. 


New Deep-Sea Wharf Opens 
At Port in Mozambique 


A new deep-sea wharf at Porto Ame- 
lia, Mozambique, was officially inaugu- 
rated the latter part of January. 

Port Amelia, latitude 12° 57’ S. and 
longitude 40° 30’ E.Gr., is a natural har- 
bor serving the district of Cabo Del- 
gado in northern Mozambique. Its 
Pemba Bay is about 1% miles wide at 
the entrance and covers a well-sheltered 
anchorage 7.5 miles long and 5.5 miles 
broad. , 

The wharf is 182.5 meters long and 
17 meters wide and can accommodate 
oceangoing vessels with a draft up to 9 
meters (29% feet). 

The Mozambique Administration of 
Harbors, Railways, and Transport is ex- 
pected to establish port dues and con- 
ditions and terms for stevedoring. In 
the interim the Port Captain’s Office 
and the Customs Department in Porto 
Amelia will take over those functions.— 
U. S. Consulate, Lourenco Marques, 
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Nicaraguan Business .. . 
(Continued from page 4) 


York quotations in December of from 
US$64.50 to US$66.75 a quintal for 
Nicaraguan varieties. 


In a further effort to assist cotton 
growers, the Government authorized a 
special exchange rate in November of 7 
cordobas a dollar for cotton exports 
(6.60 to 1 for all other exports) pro- 
viding the sales price for quality B-2 
(middling 1 1/32) is US$31, or under, a 
quintal f.o.b. Nicaraguan port. A sliding 
scale is provided whereby the conver- 
sion rate decreases as export prices rise 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Jan. 28, 
1957, p. 7). 


Food crops such as corn, beans, sor- 
ghum, sugar, rice, and miscellaneous 
vegetables were in better condition than 
they had been in several years. Conse- 
quently the prohibition against exports 
of corn, beans, rice, and similar items, 
which had been instituted in December 
1955, was removed in November. 

The International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development (IBRD) au- 
thorized a loan of US$1.6 million on 
November 15 to supplement its 1955 
loan of US$7.1 million to Nicaragua for 
power development. Meanwhile, power 
supply in the city of Managua continued 
to improve. By mid-December, conver- 
sion of primary lines from the old 2,400- 
volt to the new 13,200-volt system was 
25 percent completed. 


New Plants Constructed 


Elsewhere in industry, producers of 
soap, vegetable oils, and shoes advo- 
cated revision of the Treaty of Free 
Commerce with El Salvador because of 
stiff competition from Salvadoran pro- 
ducers. Installation of refrigeration and 
other equipment in Managua’s new 
slaughterhouse was begun in December, 
and completion is scheduled for May. 
The Institute of National Development 
authorized a credit for the construction 
of a plant at El Bluff for freezing 
shrimp and other seafood for domestic 
consumption and for export. 

Plans proceeded for the construction 
of Nicaragua’s second cigarette factory, 
with German equipment. Duty exemp- 
tions for machinery imports were au- 
thorized for a plant to manufacture 
sterilized cotton, a plant to produce 
perfume from domestic alcohol, and a 
cotton gin. The National Cement Co. 
announced that production in the last 
half of 1956 exceeded that of the first 6 
months by about 30 percent. 

Bids for equipment and construction 
at the Port of Corinto were extended to 
February 22, and work is to begin in 
April, Nicaragua’s national steamship 
company, Mamenic, obtained a new 
credit of US$650,000 from the Bank of 
America for ship purchases. 

A draft mining law was completed by 
the Ministry of Economy for submission 
to Congress. Meanwhile, a moratorium 
on mining claims, effective through 
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January 18, 1957, at least, was reestab- 
lished by Presidential Decree, pending 
the establishment of the new mining 
legislation. The Waterford Oil Co. car- 
ried out seismographic exploration for 
oil along Nicaragua's Atlantic coast and 
hoped to begin drilling early in 1957.— 
U. S. Embassy, Managua. 


Colombia To... 


(Continued from page 4) 
797,114 bags and US$74,434,717, ac- 
cording to the National Coffee Federa- 
tion. 

Coffee sales contracts registered in 
the first 15 days of 1957 totaled 216,000 
bags of 60 kilograms each, valued at 
US$19 million. 

Two trade treaties were under dis- 
cussion—one with West Germany and 
the other with Czechoslovakia. The 
West German treaty, in effect for sev- 
eral years, was extended 45 days pend- 
ing decisions on its revision. Colombia 
had an adverse 
West Germany of about 85.9 million 
pesos in 1956 and is seeking modifica- 
tions in the treaty terms to help cor- 
rect this deficit in 1957. 

Czechoslovakia’s efforts to negotiate 
a trade treaty with Colombia gathered 
impetus during the Bogota Trade Fair, 
and conversations continued between 
the Czech representatives and the Na- 
tional Coffee Federation. The likeli- 
hood was increasing that an agreement 
eventually would be reached. In the 
meantime, Czech representatives ob- 
tained some commercial outlets. Glass- 
ware was particularly successful, and 
the press carried display ads naming 
the three dealers in Colombia handling 
Czech glassware. 





Year-End Business Slow 

The 1957 National Budget was an- 
nounced on December 21. The new 
budget totals 1.227 billion pesos—a 
substantial reduction from the estimat- 
ed 1.4 billion pesos reached in 1956 and 
the rumored 1.8 billion pesos originally 
proposed for 1957. 

Action was taken also to create the 
Corporacion Nacional de Produccion 
(S.A.) with a capital of 500 million pesos 
contributed by both the Government 
and private enterprise. Its purpose will 
be to promote industrialization of the 
country. 

The Bogota Stock Exchange closed 
its year on December 14. Transactions 
for 1956 totaled 226.9 million pesos as 


against 177.1 million in 1955. The Ex- 
change reopened on January 9 and 
through the middle of January was 


operating on good volume with quota- 
tions moderately higher than the De- 
cember closing. 


Loan Demand Strong 
Demand for loans continued strong, 
with increasing tightness in the money 
market foreseen as banks and import- 
ers deposit with the Bank of the Re- 
public pesos to cover rémittances reg- 


trade balance with. 


istered with the Exchange try 
through April 15, 1956, and additional” 
deposits covering subsequent regis 
tions probably to bé called for in 
near future. r 

The Bank of the Republic’s 
position relative to bills in circulatio, 
improved between December 14 ang 
January 11, from 28.30 percent to 36.33 
percent. This resulted in part from an 
increase in dollars in current account— | 
US$57.1 million to US$88.4 million 
and in part from a slight reduction in 
bills in circulation—849.7 million pesos 
to 848.8 million pesos. 

Stimulated by the prohibition of jm. 
ports of many kinds and the Govern. 
ment’s announced protectionist 
plans for new industries and expansion 
of established enterprises were a topic 
of daily press and private speculation. 

The head of the local firm, Industria 
Colombiana de Vehiculos described hig 
company’s plans to assemble Stude. 
bakers in Colombia. Some progress wag, 
made also in plans of the Saurer Co, 
an Austrian firm to manufacture buses 
and trucks. a 

Plans to produce Westinghouse ap. 
pliances locally are reported as well 
advanced. The local producing firm will 
be known as Compania Colombiana de 
Refrigeracion (Refricol). 

Paz del Rio announced a general price 
increase on its steel products. Simul. 
taneously, it estimated that the mill 
will show a loss for 1956 of 20 million 
pesos as against a loss in 1955 of 52 
million pesos. New plans for financing 
the plant’s expansion are reported te 
be under discussion. 

Petroleum Production Good 


Petroleum production continued at 
satisfactory levels and considerable ac- 
tivity is planned for 1957. Crude pro 
duction for the first 11 months of 195% 
was unofficially estimated at 40,235,000 
barrels. A new regulation on conces 
sion contracting went into effect on 
December 15. The regulation short 
ens the time limit for filing opposi- 
tions and suits. 

Mining activities generally showed no 
significant changes but plans for varied 
operations were in evidence. A firm, 
Consorcio Minero Colombiano, comprise 
ing Japanese, Canadian, and French 
along with Colombian capital was Te 
ported ready to exploit various copper, 
iron, lead and zinc deposits throughout 
the country 

Commercial exploitation of one of 
Colombia's unproven deposits of urani: 
um seemed nearer realization. Col 
ranio, which holds several concessions 
for the exploitation of radioactive ores 
in the provinces of Santander 
Norte de Santander has outlined its 
plans to develop these concessions, It 
states also that participation by a U.5. 
firm is assured and that approximately 
US$2.5 million will be invested in 4 
separation plant and in exploitation of 
the Santander deposits.—U. 8, Em 
bassy, Bogota. 
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COMMODITY NEWS 





bistan Helped by ICA Swiss Photo Goods Trade Increases 


lo Import Essentials 


Essential imports into Pakistan to 
the value of $25 million will be financed 


by the International Cooperation Ad- 


ministration (ICA) in the first 6 
months of 1957, according to the terms 
ga U. S.-Pakistan agreement. 

Items covered by the agreement are 
to be procured on a worldwide basis 
and will move through regular commer- 
dal channels. 

Commodity imports to be financed by 
ICA in the January-June 1957 shipping 
period are as follows: 

Chemicals and chemical preparations, 
exeluding fertilizers and pharmaceuti- 
als, $5.35 million; nylon_ twine, 


‘| $105,000; ferrous and nonferrous metals, 


excluding tinplate, $4,825,000; tinplate, 
$1.47 million; electric cables and wires, 
$160,000; marine engines, $485,000; in- 
dustrial machinery, including generators 
and motors, electrical apparatus, en- 
gines and turbines, and machine tools 
which are integral parts of existing 
machinery, $7.87 million; 

Parts for domestic sewing and knit- 
ting machines, $360,000; truck and bus 
chassis, $1,325,000; motor-vehicle parts, 
$800,000; agricultural equipment ex- 
cluding tractors, $200,000; parts for 
agricultural machinery and_ tractors, 
$500,000; wheel type tractors, $295,000; 
crude rubber, $590,000; tires and tubes, 
$665,000. 

After the respective procurement 
authorizations have been issued, circu- 
lars will give specific details on the 
procurement of these commodities, in- 
cuding names and addresses of im- 
porters, items, and values, Interested 
American suppliers who want to receive 
these circulars may request that their 
names be placed on the regular mailing 
list of the Office of Small Business, 
International Cooperation Administra- 
tion, Washington 25, D. C. 


Steel Producing Mill in 
Turkey To Triple Output 


Turkish steel production will be 
doubled and then tripled at the Kirik- 
kale mill near Ankara under an agree- 


ment signed between the Turkish 
Mechanical & Chemical Industries 
Corp, Turkish Mineral Scrap Corp. 


and the German firm of Stahl Werke 
Sudwestfalen, the Turkish Office of 
Information reports. 

The mill will operate with an even- 
tual capital of 2 million German marks, 
of which the two Turkish principals 
will furnish 49 percent and the German 
partners 51 percent in the form of 
specialized equipment and machinery 
for the new steel and rolling mill 
facilities. 


February 25, 1957 


Swiss exports of photographic products in 1955 were valued at 
32,487,738 francs, up 12.1 percent from ‘the preceding year, and imports, 
valued at 31,858,585 francs, rose 28.2 percent, the Business and Defense 
Services Administration, U. S. Department of Commerce reports. 

Exports of these items have gained steadily since 1949. Imports 


also have risen each year, except in 
1952. 

One of the bright spots in Switzer- 
land’s export trade is the continued 
expansion of foreign sales of photo- 
graphic apparatus, which includes mo- 
tion-picture cameras and equipment. In 
1949, exports for this group were valued 
at 8,027,659 francs, and by 1955, jumped 
to 29,139,649 francs. The United States, 
Switzerland’s leading market, bought 
photographic items in 1955 amounting 
to 9,365,896 francs. Other leading mar- 
kets were France, Italy, Western Ger- 
many, the United Kingdom, and 
Sweden. 

Sensitized film and plates exported 
in 1955 were valued at 1,475,322 francs, 
a 37.7 percent decrease, compared with 
1954. 

Shipments of sensitized paper in- 
creased frotn 1,603,304 francs in 1954 
to 1,872,767 francs in 1955. Sweden and 
Italy were the principal markets. 

Swiss imports of sensitized filth and 








Photographic paper imports in 1955 
were valued at 8,219,774 francs, a 26.7 
percent increase over 1954. Western 
Germany furnished 3,018,071 francs fol- 
lowed by the United States with 1,779,- 
354 franes and the United Kingdom, 
1,539,787 frances. 


Switzerland’s purchases of photo- 
graphic apparatus of all types amounted 
to 11,463,061 francs in 1955, 83.5 per- 
cent of which came from Western Ger- 
many. Imports in 1954 were valued at 
8,484,754 francs, of which 6,886,461 
francs were obtained from Western 
Germany. 

Additional detailed information on 
Switzerland's foreign trade in photo- 
graphic goods for 1954 and 1955 is 
shown in the accompanying tables. 


Table 1.—Swiss Foreign Trade in 
Photographic Products, 1949-1955 


{In francs] 
Exports 


Imports 





. - 12,733,471 
plates in 1955 were valued at 12,175,750 ia ton bae 
francs and 9,877,647 francs in 1954. The 19,731,909 
United States supplied 6,736,068 francs, oe. 
Western Germany, 2,161,535 francs, and 31,858,588 
Belgium 1,176,142 francs. Source: Swiss Customs Statistics. 

Table 2.—Swiss Exports of Photographic Products, 1954-1955 
"i Ss. _ a e a 
Kilograms! Francs Kilograms' Francs 
Unexposed film and sensitized glass plates: 
Brazil pat 17,402 466,249 11,327 » 300. eee 
Germany, West 7,097 204,577 9,376 714 
France 3,543 157,731 4, 145,327 
Sweden LENE SIERO Mec! 2,469 107,114 2,878 109,852 
WINS csesciiinssintadssteserannt 18,605 585,659 11,327 98,334 
Austria 4,399 104,889 3,577 89,788 
TREO emeciceatininesinciaitnsadeeetnnddtdnateeesioeeteeias 18, 256 532,803 8,008 485,641 
Total- | we 1,771 2, 159,022 60,122 1,475,923 
Chemically prepared, light sensitive paper: 
Sweden 54,407 383,946 56,7 $01.08 
Italy 18,143 80,294 88.046 280, 
France 11,355 166,564 9,179 153,020 
IIE nn crcthiveniguitnieiatiaidianintseniabiemnionsatuaiiiiaadieiieal 14,018 99,033 9,294 130,293 
Austria 6,834 79,789 13,156 113,875 
Czechoslovakia _.......... ~ iliteiess 92 3,429 7,424 82,867 
GOrimaDy, West .icicceccccccccccvccccocsessere 6,042 56,778 9,015 72,445 
Other 47,789 533,471 , 55,190 637,632 
Total . 158,680 1,608,304 198,004 1,872,767 
Photographic apparatus: 
United States 50,066 8,027,659 60,471 9,365, 896 
France 12,288 1,908,196 15,895 2,486,313 
Italy : 14,428 2,215, 888 14,169 . 241,169 
Germany, West 7,448 1,005,961 13,342 816,851 
United Kingdom 6,283 1,060,732 8,016 1,527,015 
Sweden 5,302 935,851 5,959 003,375 
Canada ; RE ae 671,556 5,502 973,678 
China . saitaisieah Kokbe Stier 336,667 3,105 622,1 
Australia 4,411 818,077 2,997 567,141 
Belgium 2,328 366,652 3,627 546,311 
Union of South Africa 1,814 300,879 3,087 485,988 
India 1,207 288,836 2,237 444,915 
Other 39,697 7,269,472 87,346 7,058, 
Total «152,155 25, 206,426 175,708 29,139,649 
* Kilogram equals 220 pounds 
Source: Swiss Customs Statistics. 
(Continued on page 26) 
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Production, Exports 
Of Italian Shoes Up 


Italian leather shoe production in 
1956, estimated at 46 million pairs, was 
about 3 percent higher than in 1955. 

Italian-made shoes are becoming 
increasingly popular on foreign markets 
because of their outstanding design. 
The popularity is indicated by the fact 
that leather shoe exports in 1955 more 
than doubled those of 1954, reaching a 
total of 1,704,206 pairs valued at about 
4.7 billion lire (1 lira~US$0.0016). 

A further remarkable increase was 
registered in the first 9 months of 1956, 
when exports totaled 2,456,448 pairs, 
valued at about 7 billion lire. Leading 
foreign markets were France, Belgium, 
and Western Germany. 

Shoe exports to the United States 
rose sharply—from 344,902 pairs in the 
first quarter of 1955 to 630,761 pairs in 
the first 3 months of 1956. The value 
of these exports were 834 million and 
1,710 millien lire, respectively. 

Two-thirds of the output is produced 
in Bologna, Florence, and Veneto, and 
the remainder in the small city of 
Vigevano, where the 20th Annual In- 
ternational Shoe Fair was held in 
January 1957. 

Vigevano, given the title “The Shoe 
Capital,” has 225 shoe manufacturers 
and 800 handicraftsmen and_  shoe- 
makers, with a daily production ca- 
pacity of about 60,000 pairs of leather 
shoes and approximately 120,000 pairs 
of workers’ rubber boots and shoes. 
It also has some 200 small allied enter- 
prises, such as tanneries and producers 
of shoemaking machinery. About half 
of Vigevano’s employed population is 
working for the shoe industry.—U. S. 
Consulate General, Milan. 








Movie Attendance in France 


Increases 4 Percent in '56 


Spectators at French motion-picture 
theaters in 1956 totaled 410 million, a 
4-percent increase over 1955. 

Gross receipts from the exhibition of 
French films in France totaled 25 billion 
francs, compared with 23 billion francs 
in 1955. Receipts of French films in 
French Overseas Territories and foreign 
countries were estimated at 3.5 billion 
francs in 1956, an increase of 17 percent 
over 1955. 

Censorship visas issued in 1956, com- 
pared with 1955, are as follows: 

Feature fima Short subjects 


1956 1955 1956 1955 
French films ............ 133 106 206 230 
Dubbed films .......... 219 222 273 227 
Original versions... 383 237 152 174 


A breakdown of films exhibited in 
1956 shows that 48.2 percent of all films 
were of French production; U. S. films 
accounted for 34 percent. 

Total cost of French production in 
1956 amounted to 144 billion francs, 
11.2 billion francs representing French 
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investments. Financing was furnished 
primarily by distributors, 25 percent; 
studios and laboratories, 13 percent; 
and banks, 11 percent. Producers con- 
tributed 38.5 percent, of which Govern- 
ment assistance to producers repre- 
sented 20 percent. The producers’ share 
of net receipts in 1956 was 4.2 billion 
frances (350 francs=US$1). 





Transport and... 

(Continued from page 23) 
cargo-handling gear to faciliate load- 
ing and unloading. 

The line operated a similar sefvice 
for 4 years from 1937 until 1941. 





Approximately 2 million’ tourists 
spent an estimated C$51.7 million in 
Alberta, Canada, in the 1956 vacation 
season. In the July-September period 
222,580 people crossed the international 
boundary from the United States to 
travel through Alberta and other 
Canadian Provinces. 





A newly formed tourist bureau has 
been opened in Rangoon, Burma, with 
an office at Mingaladon Airport. The 
bureau is arranging tours in the coun- 
try, in which the Government of Burma 
cooperates. 





The filming of the Azores for tourist 
propaganda purposes has been spon- 
sored by the general council of Ponta 
Delgada and Angra do Heroismo with 
the aid of the National Secretariat of 
Infermation in Lisbon and some local 
industrial firms. 





Stic Die... 








New Fertilizer Facto 
Started in Turkey 


Artificial fertilizers, of major. ||| 
importance to Turkey’s agricul. 
tural economy, will be marketed 
by a new plant now under con. 
struction at Kutahya in western 
Turkey, the Turkish Information 
Office reports. 


The new plant, owned by Nitro. 
gen Industries, Ltd. a Turkish 
company, will cost nearly $43 mik 
lion and will have an annual pro- 
duction capacity of 60,000 metric 
tons of ammonium sulfate; 50,000 
tons of nitrate, 6,000 tons of con- 
centrated nitric acid, 1,000 tons of 
crystallized ammonium nitrate, 
and 1,000 tons of liquid ammonia, 

Sulfuric acid to be processed © 
will come from the byproducts 
plant at the Murgul copper smelt- 
er in eastern Turkey. 











United Kingdom's imports of lard 
which totaled 164.1 million pounds ig 
January-November 1955, increased to 
197.6 million pounds for the correspond- 
ing period in 1956, the Foreign Agricul 
tural Service reports. 

Strong competition from European 
suppliers caused the U. S. share of this 
trade to drop from 82 percent in the 
January-November 1955 period to 7% 
percent in the like period of 1956, 





(Continued from page 25) 
Table 3.—Swiss Imports of Photographic Products, 1954-1955 


Unexposed film and sensitized glass plates: 
United States 
Germany, West 


Belgium Fis aacaiche a peach ta 


United ae 
Italy 
Canada 
France 
Germany, East 
Other ; 


Total . 
Chemically prepared, light sensitive paper: 
Germany, West 
United States 
United Kingdom 
Belgium 
Netherlands 
France 
Italy 
Canada 
Austria 
Other 


Total 
Photographic apparatus: 
Germany, West 
United States 
United Kingdom 
Germany, East 
Austria ' 
Italy 
France 
Other 


Total 


1 Kilogram equals 220 néeiie 
Source: Swiss Customs Statistics. 


1954 1955 
Kilograms! France Kilograme' France 
148,137 5,074. 328 176,417 7a 
47,317 1,555,503 57,571 2,161, 
$3,650 1,173,112 83,184 1,176, 
51,141 814,467 54,685 925, 266 
17,991 429,018 23,796 514,1% 
12,468 306,610 15,245 358,573 
6,413 255,614 5,820 204,468 
14,313 239,945 4,333 67,418 
856 29,050 1,008 32,106 
382,286 9,877,647 422,060 12,175,718 
.. 195,251 2,220,635 263,711 8,018,001) 
134,350 1,571,137 159,554 : 
107,221 1,231,196 130,260 1,539, 
47,206 626,092 64,671 
28,904 478,027 38,032 ae 
65,688 181,567 87,765 256, 
5,576 59, 290 18,308 138,360 
5, 208 46,354 5.244 am 
4,950 52,745 4,109 41, 
2,262 22,598 2,7 22,351 
596,616 6.489, 641 774,358 §219,7% 
86,163 6,386,461 95,422 9,576,188 
3448 198,427 ais 235 
44 A2 ; 
1,535 174,366 1,106 225,118 
798 103,376 1,595 
4,320 123,925 8,313 201, 
1,225 153,397 2,473 201, 
828 79,563 2,651 225,587 
. pe 
108,897 8,484,754 126, 293 11, 463,081 
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Nl §-Honduras Income Export-Import Bank Transactions 
Surpass Those of Past 10 Years 


Operations of the Export-Import Bank of Washington to facilitate 
exports from the United States to buyers throughout the world were 
more extensive in 1956 than in any year in the past decade, the Bank 


lax Agreement Ratified 


The income-tax convention between 
the United States and Honduras, signed 
ast Washington on June 25, 1956, was 
prought into force on February 6 by 
the exchange of ratification instruments 
in Tegucigalpa. 

The convention for the avoidance of 
double taxation and the prevention of 
fiscal evasion of taxes on income is 
¢fective retroactively beginning Jan- 
yary 1, 1957. It is the first such con- 
yention to be concluded with any of 
the American Republics. Its provisions 
follow generally the pattern of income- 
tax conventions in force between the 
United States and numerous other coun- 
tires. 

The convention is designed, by elimi- 
nating as far as possible double taxa- 
fion on the same income, to remove an 

(Continued on page 28) 





has announced. 


The Bank’s authorizations in 1956 were as follows: 


@ 193 credits to borrowers in 38 
countries for a total sum of $1,156,- 
607,000. 

Not since 1946 has the Bank author- 
ized a larger total amount for new 
credits, when the sum was §$1,210,- 
950,000. 

@ 10 loans to governments to finance 
exports of U. S. industrial products, 
commodities, and technical services, for 
a total sum of $855,735,000. The largest 
credit in this category was the $500 
million secured credit to the United 
Kingdom to meet dollar requirements 





Businessmen Invited To Submit Views on 
J. S. Participation in GATT Discussions 


Submission of views are invited on U. S. participation in consulta- 
tions with certain Contracting Parties to the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) which maintain restrictions on imports for 
balance-of-payments reasons, the Committee for Reciprocity Informa- 


tion has announced. 

A panel of 13 countries, including the 
United States, will conduct the discus- 
sions, which will be held separately 
with each of the countries listed, in 
Geneva, Switzerland, in the months in- 
dicated: 


June 1957: Sweden, Denmark, Italy, 
Netherlands, Norway, Greece, Austria, 
Germany, and France. 

October 1957: Turkey, Finland, Bra- 
dl, Australia, Union of South Africa, 
Japan, United Kingdom, Federation of 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland, Ceylon, Pak- 
istan, and New Zealand. 

The Committee for Reciprocity Infor- 
mation is an interagency group within 
the ‘U. S. Government which collects 
Views of interested persons regarding 
proposed or existing trade agreements. 
The Committee consists of a member 
of the U. S. Tariff Commission and 
representatives .from the Departments 
of State, Treasury, Defense, Agricul- 
ture, Commerce, Labor, Interior, and 
the International Cooperation Adminis- 
tration. 

The consultations will afford oppor- 
tunity for the Contracting Parties to 
review with each consulting country its 
financial situation and, in this context, 
to discuss the possibilities for further 
relaxation of the level of import re- 
strictions and the moderation of par- 
Heular policies and practices that have 
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proved especially burdensome for the 
exporters of other countries. 

The discussions will cover four prin- 
cipal topics: 

@ The present and prospective for- 
eign-exchange position of the country. 

@ The means that might be used to 
correct the country’s foreign exchange 
difficulties and make it possible to re- 
lax or eliminate its import restrictions. 

@ The country’s system of import re- 
strictions and its administration. 

@ The effects of the country’s import 
restrictions on the trade of other coun- 
tries and on its own industries, which 
are incidentally afforded protection by 
the restrictions maintained for foreign 
exchange reasons. 

American traders, business firms, la- 
bor organizations, and other individuals 
or associations which have an interest 
in export trade to one or more of the 
consulting countries may, as a result of 
their own experience, have information 
pertinent to the third and fourth topics 
that will be useful to the U. S. Gov- 
ernment. Accordingly, the U. S. Govern- 
ment desires to supplement its 
preparations for the consultations by 
obtaining information and views from 
interested persons relevant to the mat- 
ters covered in those topics. 

For example, interested persons may 
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for petroleum and other U. S. goods 
and services. 

@ 23 credits with foreign govern- 
ment guaranties for a total of $174,- 
711,000. iz 

@ 160 credits to private borrowers 
for $126,161,000. 

Credits authorized by the Bank in 
1956 by area are as follows: 

@ 132 borrowers in 17 Latin Amer- 
ican countries for a total of $409,- 
317,000. 

@ 38 in 11 European countries for 
a total of $557,235,000. 

@ 18 in 6 Asian countries for a total 
of $189,492,000. 

@ 2in 2 African countries for $140,000. 

@ 1 in Australia for $350,000. 

@ 2 in Canada for $73,000. 

The Bank made cash disbursements 
in 1956 totaling $233,402,000, all under 
credit authorizations, to finance exports 
from the United States to the follow- 
ing areas: Asia, $112,118,000;° Latin 
America, $69,525,000; Africa, $21,843,- 
000; Europe, $16,836,000; Oceania, $13,- 
080,000. 


The Bank received $266,286,000 in 
loan repayments in 1956, plus $84,- 
710,000 in interest and certain minor 
fees, for total collections of $350,996,- 
000 in the calendar year. 

Loan repayments from borrowers, 
public and private, by areas were as 
follows: Latin America, $116,901,000; 
Europe, $79,531,000; Asia, $56,750,000; 
Africa, $11,618,000; Oceania, $1,461,- 
000; and others, $25,000. 

The Bank made allocations in 1956 
on credits previously authorized to 22 
borrowers in 7 countries totaling $133,- 
471,000. These allocations, by areas, 
were as follows: 12 borrowers in 3 
Asian countries for $40,127,000; 6 in 1 
African country for $11,429,000; 3 in 2 
Latin American countries for $79,415,- 
000; and 1 in 1 European country for 
$2.5 million. 

The Bank’s operations in the period 
1934-56 are summarized as follows: 


{In Millions} 
Amount 
LOANS BUtHOrised ono... ci........-.-.ccrescceccesseree HOOD 
Participations and cancellations ............... 1,532 
|: ee ees Semen: © | 
RepayMents received oo...ccccccccccecccserseesccerceceee 2,641 
Loans outstanding accssesesess 2,008 


Authorizations not yet disbursed .......... 1,552 





The 1956 lemon crops in the Northern 
Hemisphere were slightly above those 
of 1955, the Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice reports. 
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New Quotas Allow Larger Quantities 
Of Some Selenium Items for Export 


Inereased quantities of certain selenium commodities are available 
for export under new quotas announced by the Bureau of Foreign 


Commerce. 


A supplementary quota of 10,000 pounds (selenium content) has 


been established for the first quarter, and 


(selenium content) for the second 


quarter. 

They apply to the following selenium 
commodities: Metal (Schedule B No. 
664998); powder (B No. 619159); ferro- 
selenium (B No. 622098); and selenium- 
containing chemical compounds, _in- 


cluding pigments (B Nos. 829810, 
839750, 839900, and 842900). 
BFC said these actions were made 


possible by improved domestic supply. 

The supplementary quota is in addi- 
tion to the 10,000-potnd first-quarter 
quota announced by BFC on December 
1i (Foreign Commerce Weekly, Dec. 
17, p. 27). Of the 10,000-pound supple- 
mentary quota, 6,900 pounds will be 
licensed against those export applica- 
tions submitted during the first-quarter 
filing period, December 3-17. The re- 
mainder—3,100 pounds—will be made 
available for licensing to Belgium, 
Japan, Western Germany, Sweden, and 
the United Kingdom. Applications to 
export to these countries must be sub- 
mitted by March 8, BFC said. 

Previously, except for military end 
use, exports of selenium commodities 
under quota generally were not ap- 
proved for the named destinations in 
order to reserve the severely limited 
quantity for those countries normally 
relying upon the United States for a 
portion of their requirements. 

Military Use Licensed First 


License applications submitted 
against the 30,000-pound second-quarter 
quota will~be considered for approval 
to all friendly destinations, BFC said. 
However, primary consideration will 
be given first to those applications 
covering shipments identified for mili- 

end use, and second to those 
destined for countries which normally 
look to the United States as a source 
of supply. 

Filing dates for applications to export 
the selenium commodities under quan- 


a total of 30,000 pounds 








titative quota in the second quarter are 
March 15 to April 1. 

Also, BFC has announced that appli- 
cations covering selenium-bearing scrap 
materials (B No. 664998) need no 
longer be accompanied by evidence of 
availability or carry certification that 
the materials are being exported under 
toll or conversion agreement. Such 
applications may be filed at any time. 

These announcements are published 
in detail in BFC’s Current Export 


Businessmen Invited ... 
(Continued from page 27) 

wish to furnish information indicating 

that: 

@ Discrimination exists in the treat- 
ment of goods available from the United 
States as compared with the treatment 
afforded similar goods from other coun- 
tries with convertible currencies. 


@ Trade is being restrained by com- 
plex or arbitrary licensing procedures 
or lack of adequate information avatl- 
able to traders regarding import regu- 
lations 

@ Reasonable access to a traditional 
foreign market has not been restored 
for a particular commodity even though 
the country concerned has substantially 
relaxed its restrictions on imports in 
general. 

@ The long-standing application of 
import restrictions by a country on a 
particular product has been accompa- 
nied by the growth of uneconomic out- 
put of that product within the country. 

® Loss of foreign markets as a re- 
sult of import restrictions has been re- 
sponsible for a contraction of produc- 
tion or employment in an industry in 
the United States. 

Written statements, in 15 copies, 
should be submitted by March 29 con- 


— 


cerning matters relating to those coun. 
tries consulting in June and by July 
31 for those consulting in October, 
Communications should be addressed to: 
The Secretary, Committee for Rec. 
procity Information, Tariff Commission 
Building, Washington 25, D. C. 


Validity Period of Export 
Licenses Now Extended 


The validity period of all export 
licenses expiring on February 28 has 
been extended to March 31, the Bureay 
of Foreign Commerce has announced. 

The extension was made in view of 
the delay in shipments from the United 
States, owing to the work stoppage at 
certain East Coast ports, BFC said, 





U. S.-Honduras ... 


(Continued from page 27) 
undesirable impediment to international 
trade, investment, and economic de 
velopment. It applies, so far as U. §, 
taxes are concerned, only to the Fed- 
eral income taxes, including surtaxes, 

It does not apply to the imposition 
or collection of taxes by the several 
States, the District of Columbia, or the 
Territories or possessions of the United 
States, except that it contains a broad 
national treatment provision similar to 
a provision customarily found in treaties 
of friendship, commerce, and navigation. 





Foreign Commerce Weekly 
Subscription Form 


Please senter my subscription for 
Foreign Commerce Weekly at $4.50 
a year ($6 to foreign addresses}. 


CELE EL ade 
Address. ......00.s00008 anidiinieaielias ene 
City....eecereree, ZOMO...... State...crmecerme 


Mall to the nearest U. $. Department of 
Commerce Field Office, or to the 
tendent of Documents, U. $. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. & 
close check or money order payable te 
Superintendent of Documents. 
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